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
A

s com
m

ittee m
em

bers, w
e have attended a num

ber of 
m

eetings w
ith TCD

SB staff to discuss the recom
m

endation 
put forth 


W

e’ve represented the voice of this com
m

unity and stood 
firm

 w
ith our position, SG

L should not be closed and 
consolidated w

ith Sacred H
eart


Tonight, w

e w
ould like to share w

ith you a few
 key points 

that support our position.



A
CCESSIB

ILITY

The
G

overnm
ent

of
O

ntario
passed

the
A
ccessibility

for
O
ntarians

w
ith

D
isabilities

A
ct

in
2005.

Its
goal

is
to

m
ake

O
ntario

accessible
for

persons
w

ith
disabilities

by
2025,

by
creating

and
enforcing

accessibility
standards.


SG

L is a one-story building w
ith ram

ps located at the m
ain entrance and 

at the w
est entry doors 


There has been a recent installation of hand-railings along the m

ain 
entrance to the building 


Each doorw

ay is large enough to allow
 for w

heelchair or scooter 
accessibility 
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CCESSIB

ILITY

SG
L

serves
as

a
good

exam
ple

ofthe
TCD

SB
’s

com
m

itm
entto

provide..

“…
an

environm
ent

in
all

of
its

facilities
that

fosters
independence,

dignity,
respect

and
to

[provide]
services

that
are

free
of

barriers
and

biases
to

our
students,parents/guardians,the

public
and

ourstaff.”

A
quote

taken
from

the
TCD

SB
’s

A
ccessibility

Standard’s
Policy

Statem
ent.
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Based on the recom
m

endations set forth in the Initiation of Pupil 
A

ccom
m

odation Review
s (W

ard 7, 8, 9) docum
ent, there are three factors 

that justify consolidation:

•
Low

 enrollm
ent/surplus capacity

•
Low

 utilization rates and

•
D

eclining enrollm
ent in the foreseeable future

SG
L does not satisfy any of these factors. Furtherm

ore, there are schools 
that do, w

hich are not up for closure based on the hope that enrollm
ent 

w
ill im

prove in the years to com
e, e.g. St. Bede and St. Rene G

oupil. 
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SG
L’S

projected
enrollm

ent
over

the
next

ten
years

rem
ains

around
175

students.
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SG
L’s

utilization
rate

is
83%

w
hich

is
high

especially
in

com
parison

to
the

otherschool’s
in

this
cluster:

Blessed
PierG

iorgio
Frassati:56%

Sacred
H

eart:66%

SaintBede:34%
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 (FCI)

SG
L’s

facility
condition

index
(FCI)is

19%
w

hich
is

low
for

a
facility

that
w

as
built

34
years

ago.
A

ccording
to

the
M

inistry
ofEducation,a

schoolw
ith

a
low

FCIrating
needs

less
repair

and
renew

alw
ork

than
a

schoolw
ith

a
higherFCIrating.

“Facility Condition Index is a 
w

arehouse of data on each and 
every school’s state of repair. 
Inform

ation on school conditions 
is gathered in five-year cycles, 
the last of w

hich took place from
 

2011 to 2015 (a new
 cycle is 

currently underw
ay).”
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A
ccording

to
the

M
inistry

of
Education’s

G
uide

to
PupilAccom

m
odation

Review
docum

ent,the
initialstaff

report
should

outline
“specific

enrollm
ent,program

and
accom

m
odation

issues,w
ith

a
recom

m
endation”

(page
7).It

is
our

argum
ent

that
SG

L
does

not
have

enrollm
ent,program

or
accom

m
odation

issues.For
the

2016-2017
school

year,SG
L

had:

•
Fullday

kindergarten
•

G
rades

1-8
•

ISP
program

•
SpecialEducation

•
ESL

program
•

French
program

•
N

utrition
program

•
Librarian

once
a

w
eek

•
G

uidance
counselloravailable

once
a

w
eek

•
A

num
berofextracurricularactivities

including
Eco-Team

,M
e

to
W

e,soccer,track
and

field,basketballetc.

W
ith

a
steady

enrollm
ent

and
a

variety
ofprogram

s
in

an
accessible

facility
that

is
in

good
condition,it

is
difficult

to
understand

w
hy

SG
L

cannotrem
ain

open
despite

itbeing
a

sm
allschool.
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•
90%

of
SG

L
students

live
w

ithin
w

alking
distance

w
hich

elim
inates

the
need

for
bussing.

•
SG

L
is

located
in

an
area

that
is

rich
in

governm
ent

regulated
at

hom
e

child
care

services
and

on
site

daycare
that

m
any

parents
depend

on.

•
A

t
the

corner
of

a
m

ajor
intersection,

high
school

students
are

easily
able

to
pick-up

their
sibling(s)

after
school

by
m

eans
of

public
transportation.
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•
SG

L
is

the
heartofthis

com
m

unity
and

a
strong

Catholic
presence.The

closestCatholic
institution

is
St.Barnabas

Catholic
Church

located
atthe

cornerofSheppard
A

venue
Eastand

W
ashburn

W
ay

w
hich

is
outside

ofthis
neighborhood.Closing

this
schoolw

illrem
ove

a
lot

offam
ilies’connection

to
the

Catholic
Religion.

•
The

provincial
funding

form
ula

should
be

am
ended

to
support

sm
all

schools
that

are
fully

functioning.
•

“Recent
changes

to
the

provincial
funding

form
ula,

including
cuts

to
declining

enrolm
ent

grants
and

“top-up”
funding

for
school

operations,
have

also
had

a
significant

im
pact

on
funding,

particularly
for

those
boards

w
ith

a
high

num
ber

of
sm

all
and/or

under-enrolled
schools.”–People

forEducation

•
W

e
recom

m
end

im
proved

consultation
before

the
construction

of
a

new
school(ex.Blessed

Pier
G

iorgio
Frassati)and

research
to

identify
the

im
pact,ifany,on

neighboring
schools.

•
SG

L
and

St.Bede
lost

a
significant

num
ber

of
students

to
the

Pier
G

iorgio
Frassatiw

hen
it

opened
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•
The

negative
affects

of
the

displacem
ent

and
consolidation

of
students

into
an

existing
schoolcom

m
unity

should
be

studied
and

taken
seriously

in
decision

m
aking

processes.

•
M

ore
revenue

generating
initiatives

should
be

established
such

as
paid

parking
on

school
sites.

•
SG

L
issues

the
m

ost
com

m
unity

perm
its

and
therefore

already
shares

its
facility

w
ith

com
m

unity
partners

in
accordance

w
ith

the
M

inistry
of

Education’s
desire

for
schools

to
be

used
as

com
m

unity
hubs.This

also
generates

incom
e

forthe
Board.

•
A

greaterParish
presence

should
be

encouraged
by

the
TCD

SB
at

the
schoollevel.In

our
case,ourlocalParish

has
notsupported

us
during

this
process.

•
Lastbutnotleast…

.



SA
V

E SG
L

The TCD
SB’s 12 elected Board of Trustee 

m
em

bers w
ill decide to pass this 

recom
m

endation or not. They w
ill decide if 

SG
L w

ill close and consolidate w
ith Sacred 

H
eart in the near future. W

e ask that you 
please express your opinions and advocate 
for our school by calling or w

riting an em
ail 

to one or all of the Board of Trustee 
m

em
bers.
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