
MINUTES 
PUPIL ACCOMMODATION PUBLIC MEETING 

DATE: October 12, 2016 
St. Gabriel Lalemant - Gym 

TIME: 7:00 p.m.  
  

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION NOTES FOLLOW UP 
REQUIRED 

RESPONSIBILITY 
OF 

In attendance:  
Kevin Malcolm, Superintendent of Education 
Paola Botticella, Officer, Field Superintendent for 
Area 7 & 8 Schools 
Garry Tanuan, Trustee Ward 8 
Colin Johnston, Officer, Trustee Services 
Kevin Hodgkinson, Manager, Transportation  
Marilyn Rodrigues-Wright, Senior Manager, 
Child Care 
 
Mario Silva, Comptroller, Planning  
Morris Iafrate, Sr. Coordinator, Renewal 
Barb Leporati, Supervisor, Planning  
 
John Gioia, Principal St. Gabriel Lalemant 
Chris Nazar, Principal Sacred Heart 
Paola Cherrier, Principal Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati 
Anne Marie Muir, Principal St. Bede 
 
PARC Committee Members:  
St. Gabriele Lalemant: Megan Howell, Tessa 
Williams & Samia Hussain 
Sacred Heart: Manuella Esprit-Foster & Evette 
Hunte 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati: Claudia Dioleta, 
Gillian Khan & Fr. Mark Kolowski 
St. Bede: Laurel Gilbert & Lulu Paras –Fox  

   

Opening Prayer  Ms. Mauceri, Teacher from St. Gabriel Lalemant 
School   
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Introductions Kevin Malcolm  

Trustee Garry Tanuan  
  

Pupil Accommodation Review   PowerPoint Presentation –  Mario Silva   

Mr. Cho MPP Questions/Statements Was enough research done to consider the 
following? 

 Single parents who live in the community 
and who walk to another school 

 Special needs students  
 Potential student loss 
 Parents could lose their jobs 
 Transportation considerations  
 Delay closure after provincial elections 
 Will fight to keep the school open 

 
Considerations:  
 Increase before, after school & daycare 
 Student enrollment due to Immigration  
 ESL programs 
 Job sharing programs 
 Not to closing the school 

 

Kevin Hodgkinson spoke to transportation: 
 special needs students & busing  
 busing is provided to students that live 1.5 k 

from the school 
 safety criteria will also considered for busing 

Recommendation for transportation may be included 
in the report. 
 
Garry Tanuan: Transportation is a privilege not a 
right 

  

Parent Questions/Statements  Consistency of message.  Presentation 
indicates 2017 and 2018 was discussed at 
the September 20th committee as the target 
date for consolidation.  Which one is it?  

 Families will transfer to the TDSB if busing 
is not provided  
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M. Silva:  September 2018 
Challenges are: 
 ministry envelope / funding 
 Small schools drains system 
 one school is recommended to close instead of 

two 
K. Malcolm:  all programs will be reviewed  

Parent Questions/Statements  Parents concerned with children who live 
less than 1.5K from school 

 Neilson intersection is dangerous, 
especially in the winter 

 Concerned with the original 2017 date 
 Money should not be the only reason why 

we are considering closing the school 
 Why were small schools built in the first 

place? 
 

  Recommendation for transportation may be 
included in the report 

 The current top-up funding will no longer be 
provided starting 2018 

  

Parent Questions/Statements  Upcoming 150th anniversary of Canada 
 Why were schools built to accommodate 

less than 400 students being that 400 pupil 
schools are now ideal 

 15 years ago the formula used for school 
funding was based on square footage 

 Children are paying the price for the 
proposed consolidation  

 Most children will register at the TDSB 
M. Silva: 
 We are given a financial envelope which we 

must work with 
 No new growth/development in this area 
 K-8 model requires a certain number of 

students 
 Our deficit is less than the TDSB and we are 
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recovering well 

K. Malcolm: 
Other schools boards such as Peel and York Catholic 
School Boards are also going through this same 
process – provincial model 
 Delegations can be arranged, to be heard, at 

the monthly board meetings  
Parent Questions/Statements  The letter sent to parents was difficult to 

understand.  Simplified letter is required 
 Most parents did not realize the school may 

close 
 Did the board consider the repercussions 

when building Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati? 

 St. Bede’s enrolment is struggling as well 
and what does this mean for St. Bede’s 
future? 

 Class sizes  
 

M. Silva: 
 Many factors are considered:  programs, sites 

& facilities.  There was no TCDSB presence 
in the area where BPGF was built 

 Top up funds will help with the transition 
 Consult with the Superintendent to determine 

what can be done to increase enrollment  
 SGL is the smallest facility 
 Higher overhead costs operating small 

schools 
 St. Bede & Sacred Heart have space to 

accommodate new students 
 St. Gabriel Lalemant is the smallest building 

of the cluster of schools  
K. Malcolm: 
 Class sizes are determined by the Collective 

Agreement  

  

Parent Questions/Statements   Child care is a much needed service at 
Sacred Heart along with subsidy 
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 Currently many students are being looked 

after by home care providers in the 
community 

 Can we guarantee that a Before and After 
school program is available at Sacred 
Heart? 
 

Marilyn Rodrigues-Wright: 
 The current Child Care at SGL may be 

recommended to move to Sacred Heart as 
part of the final report  

 With the estimated enrolment there could be a 
possible full toddler room in addition to the 
before & after school program  

 Will work closely with the city regarding 
subsidy 

 

K. Malcolm:  we may add Child Care to the  final 
recommendation 

Parent Questions/Statements  Why did the board invest in Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati before deciding to close St. 
Gabriel Lalemant 

 300 unit building in the immediate area of 
SGL 

 Large Philippine community in the area as 
well and who are Catholic 

M. Silva 
 North Scarborough was not being serviced 
 We work with trends to determine growth 

  

Parent Questions/Statements  Close Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 
 Board doesn’t plan properly 
 Letter issued to the community is difficult 

to understand 
 EQAO scores at SGL are high  
 Currently SGL uses two class rooms for 

childcare will SH have enough rooms to 
accommodate the program? 

 In larger schools the gym is constantly busy 
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and students don’t have enough time to use 
the facilities.  In addition there is more 
competition for student when trying out for 
sports teams in larger schools 

 SGL is an efficient school in a challenging  
community 

 Due to homebased daycare currently 
servicing SGL, busing will be needed to 
transport students to Sacred Heart 

Parent Questions/Statements  What are the timelines for the child care to 
be ready at Sacred Heart?   

 

Marilyn Rodrigues-Wright 
 If funding is made available from the Ministry 

of Education to build a child care centre at 
Sacred Heart for children under the age of 
4…a retrofit of existing classroom space may 
take about 1 year to complete.  A new 
addition will take more than a year. 

 Generally, the timespan to license a new child 
care program is 4 – 6 months once a third 
party agency has been confirmed as the 
operator.  This process could begin prior to 
construction completion. 

 Before and After School Programs run in 
shared spaces therefore these programs are 
easy to accommodate if there is sufficient 
interest in order to open a program. 

 Would it be feasible for outside agencies to 
rent space at SGL? 

M. Silva:  
 Costs are expensive 
 Not practical 
 Some agencies don’t pay  

 

SGL Parent: 
At the committee meeting in September John 
Gioia was going to approach the current day care 
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provider and set up a table at curriculum night to 
engage interest for a Before & After School 
program. 
John Gioia:  13 families have expressed interest to 
date 
 
Parent statement about how St. Gabriel Lalemant 
has made a difference in her children’s lives and 
they strongly oppose the recommendation to close 
St. Gabriel Lalemant. 
 
How will teachers handle the anxiety that children 
may experience about the move? 
K. Malcolm: 
Provided example of last year’s school closure in 
Area 5 and the board has experts that are available 
to assist 

Parent Questions/Statements Parent recommended to close St. Bede as another 
option 

  

Parent Questions/Statements Special needs parent made a statement about how 
successful and happy her child has been since 
attending St. Gabriel Lalemant after moving 6 
schools.   She would like the school to remain 
open.   
 

Trustee Tanuan – nothing is set in stone.  Trustees 
will vote and 7 votes are required to pass the 
recommendation  

  

Parent Questions/Statements Parent lives 950 meters away from the school and 
is very concerned about busing.  The bridge and 
major intersection are very dangerous.   
 Trustee Tanuan - Safety factor will be 

considered and Transportation will be 
recommended in the report 

 We do not want to lose students to the TDSB 

  

Parent Questions/Statements  Parents may decide to register at the TDSB 
and this will affect the enrollment 
projection anticipated at the other schools 
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(Sacred Heart & St. Bede 

 Parent recommended to close St. Gabriel 
Lalemant in 10 – 12 years to ensure 
current enrolled students graduate from 
St. Gabriel Lalemant 

Parent Questions/Statements  Can Sacred Heart accommodate all the St. 
Gabriel Lalemant students? 

M. Silva:  Capacity should be available and we may 
recommend expansion if necessary. 
 
Where will the teachers & the principal be 
transferred too? 
K. Malcolm:  HR has a process – No guarantee that 
teachers will be transferred to Sacred Heart. They 
will however be transferred to another school.  No 
one will lose their job 

  

Parent Questions/Statements Mother of six children spoke to the convenience of 
the school location  

  

Parent Questions/Statements Important issues to consider: 
 School and students are doing well 
 Established Catholic community 

  

Parent Questions/Statements Secondary feeder school is Blessed Mother Teresa 
– will this affect their enrolment? 

  

Closing remarks: Trustee Tanuan & K. Malcolm 
Thanked everyone for coming  

  

    
Adjournment:  9:35 p.m.     

   Next Public 
Meeting scheduled 
for January 2017 

 


