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Ministry of Education Administrative Review of Accommodation Review Process 
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March 2015. 
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Appendix: Pupil Accommodation Review Operational Procedures 

Purpose: 
This policy outlines the process Toronto Catholic District School Board (the Board) 
will undertake to complete a pupil accommodation review or a modified pupil 
accommodation review of a school or schools. 

On March 26, 2015, the Minister of Education released a new Pupil Accommodation 
Review Guideline, 2015 (the “PARG”).  This Policy and the Operational Procedures 
are established by the Board in accordance with the PARG, as per ministry 
requirement. 

Scope and Responsibility:  
The Board is responsible for deciding the most appropriate pupil accommodation 
arrangements for the delivery of its elementary and secondary programs. These 
decisions are made by the Board of Trustees in dispensing of its primary 
responsibility which aligns with the over-arching objectives of fostering student 
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academic achievement and well-being, and ensuring effective stewardship of the 
resources of the Board, including the Board’s financial viability and sustainability. 
These objectives apply to any accommodation review conducted pursuant to this 
Policy, including those conducted under the modified accommodation review 
process. 
 
In some cases, to address student populations that are constantly changing, the Board 
of Trustees must consider undertaking pupil accommodation reviews that could lead 
to school consolidations and closures.  Wherever practical, pupil accommodation 
reviews will include a school or group of schools to facilitate the development of 
viable solutions for pupil accommodation that support the objectives noted above.  
Wherever possible, schools will be subject to a pupil accommodation review only 
once in a five-year period, unless there are circumstances that warrant a review, as 
determined by the Board, such as a significant change in enrolment.     
 
Alignment with MYSP: 
Living Our Catholic values 

Strengthening Public Confidence 

Fostering Student Achievement and Well-Being 

Providing Stewardship of Resources 

 
Financial Impact: 
It is anticipated that the Board would incur limited costs associated with the 
implementation of the accommodation review process itself.  A pupil 
accommodation review could potentially provide the Board with the opportunity to 
realize substantial savings by balancing enrolment and right-sizing schools.   
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Legal Impact:  
The Board could be involved in legal proceedings if the pupil accommodation 
review process is not implemented in accordance with this Policy.  The Ministry 
Guidelines provide a formal process which must be followed if the implementation 
of the pupil accommodation review process is challenged. 
 
Policy: 
A pupil accommodation review of a school or schools will occur in the context of 
the Board’s long-term capital and accommodation planning process, and after the 
necessary assessment of the options for the school(s) in accordance with that 
process.  This assessment will be made in accordance with Board policy made 
pursuant to the Community Planning and Partnership Guideline (CPPG) issued by 
the Ministry of Education.   
 
As a result of some assessments, the Board of Trustees must consider undertaking 
pupil accommodation reviews that may lead to school consolidations and/or 
closures.  Wherever practical, pupil accommodation reviews will include a school 
or schools to facilitate the development of viable solutions for pupil accommodation. 
 
The Board welcomes the opportunity for the public and affected school communities 
to be heard with respect to pupil accommodation reviews. The Board will share 
relevant information with those affected by the process. 
 
The Board of Trustees will make the final decision regarding any pupil 
accommodation review. 
 
The Regulations and any Schedules of this Policy may be amended from time to 
time in accordance with the PARG.  In all cases, any minimum timelines set out in 
the PARG will be followed by the Board. 
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A copy of this Policy, together with the PARG and Administrative Review of 
Accommodation Review Process issued by the Minister of Education are available 
to the public upon request at the Board office and on the Board’s website. 
 
Principles: 
Through the Catholic Social Teachings and its Multi-Year Strategic Plan, the Board 
is committed to establishing integrated decision making structures and processes to 
support responsive and responsible allocation of resources, including the provision 
of equitable, affordable and sustainable learning facilities.  The following principles 
will be used as a foundation to support the mission and vision of the Board while 
undertaking pupil accommodation reviews. 

1. The TCDSB is committed to responsibly providing optimal learning facilities 
for the common good while, at the same time, making it possible for all to 
come to their full potential as persons and to be all that God intends them to 
be. 

2. Schools will have meaningful connections with a Roman Catholic parish and 
structured links to their community. 

3. Students of the TCDSB have the right to attend Catholic schools that provide 
reasonable community access, and the Board has a responsibility to provide 
schools that optimally enhance student learning opportunities in the 21st 
century.  

4. The Catholic principle of subsidiarity promotes the establishment of groups 
of parents and stakeholders whose purpose is to actively participate in the 
school accommodation review process, contributing to decisions that consider 
the value of schools to the parish and community. 
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Regulations: 
1. Pupil Accommodation Review Process 

 
The pupil accommodation review process shall consist of the following 
components: 

i. Preparation and submission to the Board of Trustees of an Initial Staff 
Report and School Information Profile(s); 

ii. Approval by the Board of Trustees to undertake a pupil accommodation 
review process; 

iii. Establishment of the Accommodation Review Committee (ARC), 
including its Terms of Reference; 

iv. Consultation with the City of Toronto and Community Partners; 
v. Accommodation Review Public Meetings; 

vi. Preparation and submission of an Interim Staff Report to the Board of 
Trustees, including a Community Consultation section; 

vii. Public Delegations to the Board of Trustees; 
viii. Preparation and submission of a Final Staff Report to the Board of 

Trustees; 
ix. Decision by the Board of Trustees; 
x. Establishment of a Transition Committee. 

 
2. Modified Pupil Accommodation Review Approval & Initiation 

 
A modified pupil accommodation review process may be approved and 
initiated by the Board of Trustees only under exceptional circumstances, and 
in consultation with the local trustee(s) where three (3) or more of the 
following factors are present: 

i. Distance to the nearest available accommodation is 2 kilometers or less 
for elementary schools involved in the review and 7 kilometers or less 
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for all secondary schools.  The nearest accommodation indicated must 
be a single-gender school if a single-gender school is under review;  

ii. Utilization rate of all of the schools under review is equal to or below 
50% for elementary and secondary schools;  

iii. The number of students enrolled is 100 or fewer for elementary schools 
involved in the review and 500 or fewer for all secondary schools in the 
review; 

iv. When the Board is planning the relocation of a program (in any school 
year or over a number of school years), in which the enrolment 
constitutes more than or equal to fifty percent (50%) of the school’s 
enrolment (this calculation is based on the enrolment at the time of the 
relocation, or the first phase of a relocation carried over a number of 
school years); 

v. There are no more than two (2) schools subject to the pupil 
accommodation review process; or 

vi. The entire student population of the schools subject to a pupil 
accommodation review process can be accommodated in another 
within 2 kilometers for elementary schools and within 7 kilometers for 
secondary schools. 

 
 

3. Modified Pupil Accommodation Review Process 
The modified pupil accommodation review process shall consist of the 
following components. 
i. Preparation and submission of an Initial Staff Report and School 

Information Profile(s) to the Board of Trustees; 
ii. Approval by the Board of Trustees to undertake a modified pupil 

accommodation review process; 
iii. Consultation with the City of Toronto and Community Partners; 
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iv. An Accommodation Review Public Meeting; 
v. Preparation and submission of an Interim Staff Report to the Board of 

Trustees, including a Community Consultation section; 
vi. Public Delegations to the Board of Trustees; 
vii. Preparation and submission of a Final Staff Report to the Board of 

Trustees; 
viii. Decision by the Board of Trustees; 
ix. Establishment of a Transition Committee. 

 
4. Exemptions 
a) The Board is not obligated to undertake a pupil accommodation review under 

any of the following circumstances: 
i. where a replacement school is to be built by the Board on the existing 

site, or built or acquired within the existing school attendance 
boundary, as identified by the Board, including in its relevant policies; 

ii. where a replacement school is to be built by the Board on the existing 
site, or built or acquired within the existing school attendance boundary 
and the school community must be temporarily relocated to ensure the 
safety of students and staff during the reconstruction, as identified by 
the Board, including in its relevant policies; 

iii. when a lease for the school is terminated; 
iv. when the Board is planning the relocation (in any school year or over a 

number of school years) of grades or programs, in which the enrolment 
constitutes less than 50% of the school’s enrolment (this calculation is 
based on the enrolment at the time of the relocation, or the first phase 
of a relocation carried over a number of school years); 

v. when the Board is repairing or renovating a school, and the school 
community must be temporarily relocated to ensure the safety of 
students during the renovations; 
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vi. where a facility has been serving as a holding school for a school 
community whose permanent school is over-capacity and/or is under 
construction or repair; or 

vii. where there are no students enrolled at the school at any time 
throughout the school year. 

 
b) Board staff shall ensure that school communities are informed about proposed 

accommodation plans for students before a decision is made by the Board of 
Trustees to consolidate, close or move a school or students in accordance with 
an exemption to the pupil accommodation review process.  

c) Board staff shall prepare a report to the Board of Trustees setting out the 
circumstances supporting the exemption to the accommodation review 
process in respect of the school(s) under consideration for such exemption. 

d) Board staff shall, no fewer than five (5) business days after the Board of 
Trustees make a decision that such exemption applies, provide written notice 
to the following: 

 
• the City of Toronto (through the Clerks’ Department or equivalent);  
• other community partners that expressed an interest prior to the exemption 

(as defined above); 
• the coterminous school boards through the Director of Education; and  
• the Ministry of Education through the Assistant Deputy Minister of the 

Financial Policy and Business Division, unless the Ministry of Education 
has informed the Board to direct such notice to a different office.  

 
e) The Board will prepare a transition plan following the Board of Trustees’ 

decision to consolidate, close or move a school or students pursuant to an 
exemption to the pupil accommodation review process. 
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5. Access to Pupil Accommodation Review Documents 
This Policy and Operational Procedures, together with the PARG and 
Administrative Review of Accommodation Review Process issued by the 
Minister of Education are available to the public on the Board’s website and 
will be available upon request. 
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Definitions 
 

Accommodation Review 
A process undertaken by the Board to determine the future of a school or group of 
schools, as described in this Policy. 
 
Accommodation Review Committee (ARC)   
An advisory committee established by the Board that represents the affected 
school(s) of a pupil accommodation review, which acts as the official conduit for 
information shared between the Board and the affected school communities. 
 
Accommodation Review Public Meeting 
An open meeting held by Board staff to gather broader community feedback on a 
pupil accommodation review. 
 
ARC Working Meeting 
A meeting of ARC members to discuss a pupil accommodation review, including 
the gathering of feedback from the affected school communities of a pupil 
accommodation review. 
 
Business Day 
A calendar day that is not a weekend or statutory holiday. It also does not include 
days the Board is scheduled to be closed including the Board’s Christmas, spring, 
Easter and summer break. For schools with a year-round calendar, any break that is 
five (5) calendar days or longer is not a business day. 
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Consultation 
The sharing of relevant information as well as providing the opportunity for 
municipalities and other community partners, the public and affected school 
communities to be heard. 
 
Facility Condition Index (FCI) 
A measure of the condition of a building as determined by the Ministry of Education 
by calculating the ratio between the five-year renewal needs and the replacement 
value for each facility. 
  
On-the-Ground (OTG) Capacity 
The capacity of the school as determined by the Ministry of Education by loading 
all instructional spaces within the facility to current Ministry standards for class size 
requirements and room areas. 
 
Public Delegation 
A presentation by an individual or a group of individuals to the Board of Trustees at 
a meeting of the Board, made in accordance with Board policies and procedures 
regarding public delegations, which permits the individual or group of individuals 
to have their concerns heard directly by the Board of Trustees. 
  
Initial Staff Report (Report 1) 
A report drafted by Board staff containing option(s) and identifying a preferred 
option with a recommendation to Trustees with respect to a school(s) that should be 
subject to a pupil accommodation review process or a modified pupil 
accommodation review process. 
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Interim Staff Report (Report 2) 
A report drafted by Board staff for consideration by the Board of Trustees with 
respect to a pupil accommodation review process, or a modified pupil 
accommodation review process, that also incorporates information obtained during 
community consultations.  The Interim Staff Report may, or may not, include the 
same option(s) as contained in the Initial Staff Report related to a pupil 
accommodation review process. 
 
Final Staff Report (Report 3) 
A report drafted by Board staff which contains recommendation(s) for consideration 
by the Board of Trustees with respect to a pupil accommodation review process, or 
a modified pupil accommodation review process, and which also incorporates 
information obtained during community consultations and from public delegations 
(and any staff response to such information). 
 
School Information Profile (SIP) 
An orientation document with point-in-time data for each of the schools under a 
pupil accommodation review. 
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PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES 

APPENDIX TO POLICY S.09 PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 

These Operational Procedures incorporate the following Schedules: 
 

Schedule ‘A’ - School Information Profile 
Schedule ‘B’ - Template Terms of Reference for the Accommodation 
                        Review Committee 
Schedule ‘C’ - Pupil Accommodation Review Timeline and Checklist  
                        (Regular) 
Schedule ‘D’ - Pupil Accommodation Review Timeline and Checklist 
                        (Modified) 

 
These Operational Procedures and related Schedules may be amended from time to time 
provided such amendments are made in accordance with the Ministry Pupil 
Accommodation Review Guidelines and Board Policy. 
 
1. The Pupil Accommodation Review Process 
 

a) Initial Staff Report 
 

i. Board staff shall prepare for the consideration of the Board of Trustees an 
Initial Staff Report and a School Information Profile for each school that may 
be subject to review.  The Initial Staff Report shall identify accommodation 
issue(s) and will contain: 

• one or more options to address the accommodation issue(s) with 
supporting rationale;  

• a recommended option if more than one option is presented; 
• proposed timelines for implementation of each option; and   
• information about actions taken by Board staff prior to recommending 

a pupil accommodation review process and supporting rationale as to 
any actions taken or not taken. 
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ii. The option(s) included in the Initial Staff Report shall address the following: 
 

• summary of accommodation issue(s) for the school(s) under review; 
• where students would be accommodated; 
• if proposed changes to existing facility or facilities are required as a 

result of the pupil accommodation review; 
• identify any program changes as a result of the proposed option; 
• how student transportation would be affected if changes take place; 
• if new capital investment is required as a result of the pupil 

accommodation review, how the Board intends to fund this, as well as 
a proposal on how students would be accommodated if funding does 
not become available;  

• any relevant information obtained from the City of Toronto and other 
community partners prior to the commencement of the pupil 
accommodation review, including any confirmed interest in using the 
underutilized space; and 

• a timeline for implementation. 
 

iii. The Initial Staff Report and School Information Profiles will be posted on the 
Board’s website and made available to the public upon request, following the 
decision to proceed with a pupil accommodation review by the Board of 
Trustees. 

 
b) School Information Profile 

  
i. Board staff shall prepare School Information Profiles as orientation 

documents to assist the Accommodation Review Committee and the 
community understand the context surrounding the decision to include the 
specific school(s) in a pupil accommodation review. 

ii. A template for the School Information Profile, which includes the minimum 
data requirements and required criteria to be considered, is included as 
Schedule ‘A’ to this Policy.  Board staff shall complete a School Information 
Profile, at the same point-in-time, for each of the schools under review. 

iii. The Board may introduce additional items that reflect local circumstances and 
priorities which may help to further understand the school(s) under review. 
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c) Accommodation Review Committee  

 
i. Following consideration of the Initial Staff Report and approval to proceed 

but prior to the first Accommodation Review Public Meeting, the Board shall 
establish an Accommodation Review Committee that represents the school(s) 
under review.  The Accommodation Review Committee provides feedback to 
the Board on behalf of the affected school communities and acts as an official 
conduit for information shared between the Board and the school 
communities. 
 

ii. The Accommodation Review Committee shall be comprised of the following 
members: 
 
• At least two parent / guardian representatives from each school under 

review and one alternate parent/guardian, chosen by the school 
community; 

• School Superintendent from each school under review; 
• Principal or designate from each school under review; 
• One student representative from each secondary school under review and 

one alternate, selected by the School Principal; 
• Pastor or representative of the parish to which belong each of the schools 

under review;  
• The local trustee(s); and 
• A member of the community such as a municipal councillor or active 

member of the community. 
 

iii. One of the School Superintendents whose school is under review shall be   
appointed as Chair of the Accommodation Review Committee by the Director 
of Education. 
 

iv. Staff from the following areas may be assigned to assist the Accommodation 
Review Committee in a resource capacity as required. 
 
• Planning Department 
• Facilities Department 
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• Finance Department 
• Toronto Student Transportation Group 
• Other administrative staff as required 
 

v. The Board shall provide the Accommodation Review Committee with Terms 
of Reference that describe the following.  A template for the Terms of 
Reference is provided in Schedule ‘B’. 
 
• Mandate of the Accommodation Review Committee; 
• Membership of the Accommodation Review Committee; 
• Role and Responsibilities of the Accommodation Review Committee; 
• Meetings of the Accommodation Review Committee. 

 
vi. The Board shall invite Accommodation Review Committee members from 

the school(s) under review to an orientation session that will describe the 
mandate, roles and responsibilities, and procedures of the Accommodation 
Review Committee. 
 

d) Consultation with City of Toronto and Community Partners 
 

i. Within five (5) business days of the Board of Trustees’ decision to conduct a 
pupil accommodation review, Board staff shall provide written notice of the 
decision to the City of Toronto (through the Clerks’ Department or equivalent) 
and other community partners that expressed an interest prior to the pupil 
accommodation review and shall invite them to a meeting, to be held before 
the Final Accommodation Review Public Meeting, to discuss and comment 
on the option(s) in the Initial Staff Report. 
 

ii. The City of Toronto and other community partners that expressed an interest 
prior to the pupil accommodation review, must provide their response (if any) 
on the recommended option(s) in the Initial Staff Report before the Final 
Accommodation Review Public Meeting. 
  

iii. Board staff shall document their efforts to meet with the City of Toronto, as 
well as the community partners, as described above. 
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iv. The Board shall provide advance notice of when the Final Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting is scheduled to take place. 

 
e) Notice to Coterminous School Boards and the Ministry of Education 

 
i. Within five (5) business days of the Board of Trustees’ decision to conduct a 

pupil accommodation review, Board staff will provide written notice of the 
decision to the following: 
 
• the Directors of Education for the coterminous boards; and 
• the Ministry of Education, Office of the Assistant Deputy Minister of 

Financial Policy and Business Division, unless the Ministry of Education 
has informed the Board to direct such notice to a different office. 

 
f) Accommodation Review Public Meetings 

 
i. The Board shall hold two (2) Accommodation Review Public Meetings to 

gather broader community feedback on the Initial Staff Report.  The 
Accommodation Review Committee may, at its discretion, hold additional 
Accommodation Review Public Meetings.  Board staff shall facilitate the 
Accommodation Review Public Meetings. 
 

ii. For greater clarity, the Accommodation Review Public Meetings are not 
meetings of the Board of Trustees.  Accommodation Review Committee 
members may attend Accommodation Review Public Meetings.  
Accommodation Review Public Meetings shall proceed if Accommodation 
Review Committee members are not present. 

 
iii. The Accommodation Review Public Meetings will be announced and 

advertised publicly by the Board through a range of media.  Notice to the 
school communities of the public meeting will include a letter to go home 
with each student 30 business days in advance of the meeting, and notice in 
the bulletins of all school parishes at least 1 week in advance of the meeting   
As well, every effort be made for notice to be given to the community 
surrounding the schools (e.g. notice sent out to local councilor, MPP, local 
community groups). 
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iv. The First Accommodation Review Public Meeting shall be held no fewer than 

thirty (30) business days after the Board of Trustees’ decision to conduct a 
pupil accommodation review. 

 
v. At a minimum, the First Accommodation Review Public Meeting shall 

include the following: 
 
• an overview of the Accommodation Review Committee orientation 

session; 
• the Initial Staff Report with recommended option(s); and 
• a presentation of the School Information Profiles. 

 
vi. The Final Accommodation Review Public Meeting shall be held at least forty 

(40) business days from the date of the First Accommodation Review Public 
Meeting. 
 

g) Interim Staff Report 
 

i. At the conclusion of the pupil accommodation review process, an Interim 
Staff Report shall be prepared for the consideration of the Board of Trustees. 
The Interim Staff Report shall be posted on the Board’s website and made 
available to the public upon request no fewer than ten (10) business days after 
the Final Accommodation Review Public Meeting. 
 

ii. The Interim Staff Report shall include all the information provided in the 
Initial Staff Report as well as the following: 

 
• modifications to proposed and preferred options, including proposed 

accommodation plans and implementation timelines, previously identified 
in the Initial Staff Report, if required; 

• Accommodation Review Committee comments and feedback, and any 
recommendations which the Accommodation Review Committee requests 
be included; 

• public comments and feedback; 
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• information and feedback obtained from the City of Toronto and other 
community partners; and 

• a summary of the efforts of Board staff to meet with the City of Toronto, 
as well as other community partners that expressed an interest prior to the 
pupil accommodation review. 
 

iii. A minimum of ten (10) business days must be allowed from the posting of the 
Interim Staff Report to a meeting of the Board of Trustees to receive public 
delegations. 

 
h) Public Delegations to the Board of Trustees 

 
i. Members of the public shall be given the opportunity to provide feedback on 

the Interim Staff Report through public delegations at a meeting of the Board 
of Trustees no fewer than ten (10) business days from the posting of the 
Interim Staff Report on the Board website.  Written notice shall be provided 
to school(s) and surrounding community(ies) in advance of the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees. 
 

ii. A meeting of the Board of Trustees to receive public delegations shall be 
announced and advertised publicly by the Board through a range of media.  
Written notice shall be provided to school(s) and surrounding community(ies) 
in advance of the meeting of the Board of Trustees. Delegations shall be 
received in accordance with the Board’s policy and procedure on public 
delegations. 

 
i) Final Staff Report and Decision by the Board of Trustees 

 
i. At the conclusion of the pupil accommodation review process, and no fewer 

than ten (10) business days after public delegations, the Board of Trustees 
shall consider the Final Staff Report, including information from the public 
delegations and any staff response to such information.  The Final Staff Report 
shall also be posted on the Board website and made available upon request to 
the public, in advance of the meeting at which Trustees will make a decision 
regarding the pupil accommodation review. 
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ii. The Board of Trustees has the discretion to approve the recommendation(s) 
of the Final Staff Report as presented, modify the recommendation(s) of the 
Final Staff Report, or to approve a different outcome. 

 
iii. The Board of Trustees will make a decision regarding the pupil 

accommodation review. 
 

j) Transition Planning 
 

i. The transition of students shall be carried out in consultation with 
parents/guardians and staff. Following the decision to consolidate and/or close 
a school, the Board shall establish a separate committee that will work in 
consultation with parents/guardians and staff to address the transition for 
students and staff. 
 

ii. A Terms of Reference will be established for the Transition Planning 
Committee.  

 
2. Modified Pupil Accommodation Review Process 

 
The Board of Trustees may, under exceptional circumstances, undertake a modified 
pupil accommodation review process for the identified school(s). 

a) Initial Staff Reports and School Information Profiles 
 

i. An Initial Staff Report shall be prepared for the consideration of the Board of 
Trustees.  In addition to the components of the Initial Staff Report identified 
above, the Initial Staff Report will identify those factors on which a 
recommendation to proceed with the modified accommodation review 
process is based, and provide supporting rationale.  
 

ii. Using the School Information Profile template (Schedule ‘A’), Board staff 
shall also prepare School Information Profiles for each of the schools that may 
be subject to the modified pupil accommodation review process.  
 

iii. The decision to proceed with a modified pupil accommodation review process 
will be at the sole discretion of the Board of Trustees. 
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b) Accommodation Review Committee 

 
The formation of an Accommodation Review Committee is not required under the 
modified pupil accommodation review process. 

 
c) Notice and Consultation Requirements 

 
i. Following the decision of the Board of Trustees to proceed with a modified 

pupil accommodation review, the Initial Staff Report and School Information 
Profiles shall be posted on the Board’s website and shall be made available to 
the public upon request. 
 

ii. Within five (5) business days of the decision of the Board of Trustees, Board 
staff shall provide to the City of Toronto (through the Clerk’s Department or 
equivalent) and other community partners that expressed an interest prior to 
the modified pupil accommodation review, written notice of the decision and 
a meeting invitation to discuss and comment on the recommended option(s) 
in the Initial Staff Report. 
 

iii. Within five (5) business days of the decision of the Board of Trustees, Board 
staff shall also provide written notice of the decision to: 

 
• the Directors of Education for the coterminous boards; and 
• the Ministry of Education through the office of the Assistant Deputy 

Minister of the Financial Policy and Business Division, unless the Ministry 
of Education has informed the Board to direct such notice to a different 
office. 

 
iv. The City of Toronto and other community partners who were provided with 

notice must provide their responses (if any) on the recommended option(s) in 
the Initial Staff Report before the Accommodation Review Public Meeting 
(or, if more than one Accommodation Review Public Meeting is convened, 
prior to the Final Accommodation Review Public Meeting). 
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d) Accommodation Review Public Meetings 
 

i. Board staff shall convene and facilitate an Accommodation Review Public 
Meeting no fewer than thirty (30) business days from the date on which the 
Board of Trustees decide to hold a modified pupil accommodation review.  
The local school superintendent(s) and local trustee(s), at their discretion, may 
convene more than one Accommodation Review Public Meeting.  
 

ii. For greater clarity, the Accommodation Review Public Meeting is not a 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. 
 

iii. An Accommodation Review Public Meeting shall be announced and 
advertised through a range of media, including a minimum thirty (30) business 
days advance notification to school communities. Notice to the school 
communities of the public meeting will include a letter to go home with each 
student 30 business days in advance of the meeting, and notice in the bulletins 
of all school parishes at least 1 week in advance of the meeting.   As well, 
every effort be made for notice to be given to the community surrounding the 
schools (e.g. notice sent out to local councilor, MPP, local community 
groups). 
 

iv. Board staff shall record feedback from the community at the Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting. 

 
 

e) Interim Staff Report  
 

i. After the Accommodation Review Public Meeting, or if more than one 
Accommodation Review Public Meeting is held, after the Final 
Accommodation Review Public Meeting, an Interim Staff Report shall be 
prepared for the consideration of the Board of Trustees, and posted on the 
Board’s website and made available to the public upon request, no fewer than 
ten (10) business days after the Final Accommodation Review Public 
Meeting. 
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ii. The Interim Staff Report shall include all information provided in the Initial 
Staff Report, as well as the following: 
• modifications to the proposed and preferred options, including the 

proposed accommodation plans and implementation timelines in the Initial 
Staff Report, if required; 

• feedback from any public consultations; and 
• any relevant information obtained from the City of Toronto and other 

community partners prior to and during the modified pupil accommodation 
review. 

 
f) Public Delegations 

 
i. No fewer than eighteen (18) business days after the Interim Staff Report is 

formally received at a public meeting of the Board of Trustees, members of 
the public shall be given the opportunity to provide feedback on the Interim 
Staff Report through public delegations at a meeting of the Board of Trustees. 
Written notice shall be provided to the school(s) and surrounding 
community(ies) no less than 14 business days prior to the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees at which public delegations can be made.  The 'maximum 
delegation time' will be 120 minutes for those delegating on the Interim Staff 
Report at this meeting.    
 

ii. A meeting of the Board of Trustees to receive public delegations will be 
announced and advertised publicly by the Board through a range of media.  
Written notice shall be provide to school(s) and surrounding community(ies) 
in advance of the meeting of the Board of Trustees.  Delegations will be 
received in accordance with the Board’s policy and procedure on public 
delegations. Board staff shall compile feedback from the public delegations. 

 
g) Final Staff Report and Decision by Board of Trustees 

 
i. No fewer than ten (10) business days from the public delegations, the Board 

of Trustees shall consider the Final Staff Report, which will include feedback 
received from the public delegations and any staff response to the feedback 
received.  The Final Staff Report shall also be posted on the Board website 



12 
 

and made available to the public upon request, in advance of the meeting at 
which Trustees will make a decision regarding the pupil accommodation 
review. 
 

ii. The final decision regarding the modified pupil accommodation review shall 
be made by the Board of Trustees.  The Board of Trustees has the discretion 
to approve the recommendations in the Final Staff Report as presented, 
modify the recommendations, or approve a different outcome. 

iii. A Transition Planning Committee along with a Terms of Reference for the 
Committee shall be established following the Board of Trustees’ decision to 
consolidate and/or close a school. 
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SCHEDULE ‘A’ 

School Information Profile 

1. The School Information Profile (SIP) is an orientation document prepared by Board 
staff that contains point-in-time data for each school that is under a pupil 
accommodation review.  The School Information Profile must be prepared prior to 
the start of a pupil accommodation review. 
 

2. The purpose of the School Information Profile is to help the Accommodation Review 
Committee (ARC) and members of the public understand the context surrounding 
the decision to include the school in an accommodation review process and to allow 
easier comparison between each school in an accommodation review process. 
 

3. An Accommodation Review Committee is a committee established by the Board 
that represents the affected school(s) of a pupil accommodation review and that acts 
as the official conduit for information shared between the Board and the affected 
school communities. The Accommodation Review Committee may request 
clarification about the information provided in the School Information Profile, 
however it is not the role of the Accommodation Review Committee to approve the 
School Information Profile. 
 

4. Each School Information Profile includes consideration of a detailed list of factors 
as well as the value of the school to the students and the value of the school to the 
Board. 
 

5. The School Information Profile is established pursuant to and in compliance with 
the Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline (Ministry of Education, 2015) and 
Board Policy S.09. 
 

6. The School Information Profile is to include the factors identified below for 
consideration during the accommodation review process.  This list represents the 
minimum information/data requirements; the Board may introduce additional 
factors that reflect local circumstances and priorities which may help to further 
understand the school(s) under review. 
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Facility Profile 

a) School Name and Address 
b) Site plan and floor plan(s) of the school with the date of school construction and any 

subsequent additions; or space template which is a Ministry of Education template 
used by the Board to determine the number and type of instructional areas to be 
included within a new school, and the size of the required operational and circulation 
areas within that school.  

c) School attendance area (boundary) map.  
d) Context map (or air photo) of the school indicating the existing land uses 

surrounding the school.  
e) Planning map of the school with zoning, Official Plan or secondary plan land use 

designations.  
f) Size of the school site (acres or hectares).  
g) Building area (square feet or square metres). 
h) Number of portable classrooms. 
i) Number and type of instructional rooms as well as specialized classroom teaching 

spaces (e.g. science lab, tech shop, gymnasium, etc.). 
j) Area of hard surfaced outdoor play area and/or green space, the number of play 

fields, and the presence of outdoor facilities (e.g. tracks, basketball courts, tennis). 
k) Ten-year history of major facility improvements (item and cost). 
l) Projected five-year facility renewal needs of school (item and cost). 
m) Current Facility Condition Index (FCI) with a definition of what the index 

represents.  FCI is the building condition as determined by the Ministry of Education 
by calculating the ratio between the five-year renewal needs and the replacement 
value for each facility.  

n) A measure of proximity of the students to their existing school, and the average 
distance to the school for students. 

o) Percentage of students that are and are not eligible for transportation under the Board 
policy, and the length of bus ride to the school (longest, shortest, and average length 
of bus ride times). 

p) School utility costs (totals, per square foot, and per student). 
q) Number of parking spaces on site at the school, an assessment of the adequacy of 

parking, and bus/car access and egress. 
r) Measures that the Board has identified and/or addressed for accessibility of the 

school for students, staff, and the public with disabilities (i.e. barrier-free). 
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s) On-the-ground (OTG) capacity, and surplus/shortage of pupil places. OTG capacity 
is the capacity of the school as determined by the Ministry of Education by loading 
all instructional spaces within the facility to current Ministry standards for class size 
requirements and room areas.  

 
Instructional Profile 

a) Describe the number and type of teaching staff, non-teaching staff, support staff, 
itinerant staff, and administrative staff at the school. 

b) Describe the course and program offerings at the school. 
c) Describe the specialized service offerings at the school (e.g. cooperative placements, 

guidance counseling, etc.). 
d) Current grade configuration of the school (e.g. junior kindergarten to Grade 6, junior 

kindergarten to Grade 12, etc.). 
e) Current grade organization of the school (e.g. number of combined grades, etc.). 
f) Number of out-of-area students. 
g) Utilization factor/classroom usage.  
h) Summary of previous five years enrolment and 10-year enrolment projection by 

grade and program. 
i) Current extracurricular activities. 

 
Other School Use Profile 

a) Current non-school programs or services resident at or co-located with the school as 
well as any revenue from these non-school programs or services and whether or not 
it is at full cost recovery. 

b) Current facility partnerships as well as any revenue from the facility partnerships 
and whether or not it is at full cost recovery. 

c) Community use of the school as well as any revenue from the community use of the 
school and whether or not it is at full cost recovery. 

d) Availability of before and after school programs or services (e.g. child care) as well 
as any revenue from the before and after school programs and whether or not it is at 
full cost recovery. 

e) Lease terms at the school as well as any revenue from the lease and whether or not 
it is at full cost recovery. 

f) Description of the school’s suitability for facility partnerships. 
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SCHEDULE ‘B’ 

Template Terms of Reference of the Accommodation Review Committee 

Background 

The Board is responsible for fostering student achievement and well-being and ensuring 
effective stewardship of the Board’s resources.  In this regard, the Board is responsible for 
deciding the most appropriate pupil accommodation arrangements for the delivery of 
elementary and secondary programs.  The Board may from time to time be required to 
consider school consolidations and school closures by undertaking an accommodation 
review process that is consistent with the Board’s Pupil Accommodation Review Policy.  
These are the terms of reference applicable to the Accommodation Review Committee 
(ARC) established for the [identify accommodation review]. 

1. Mandate 

a) The Accommodation Review Committee is an advisory committee 
established by the Board that represents the school(s) affected by a pupil 
accommodation review and which acts as the official conduit for information 
shared between the Board and the affected school communities. 

b) The Accommodation Review Committee provides feedback with respect to 
staff report(s) and the options set out therein and may also present alternative 
accommodation option(s), including rationale for the option(s), recognizing 
the principles outlined in the Background section above. The overall goal of 
the Accommodation Review Committee is to provide the local perspective of 
stakeholders impacted by the decision of the Board of Trustees, and to provide 
constructive feedback on behalf of the community to the Director of 
Education regarding the Initial Staff Report, School Information Profile (SIP), 
options, and preferred option. 

c) The final decision regarding the future of a school or a group of schools rests 
solely with the Board of Trustees. 

d) This Accommodation Review Committee is formed with respect to the 
following school(s): 

[Insert List of Schools] 

  



17 
 

 

2.   Membership of the Accommodation Review Committee 
 

a) The Accommodation Review Committee shall be comprised of the following 
members. 

 
i. At least two parent / guardian representatives from each school under 

review and one alternate parent/guardian, chosen by the school 
community; 

ii. School Superintendent from each school under review; 
iii. Principal or designate from each school under review; 
iv. One student representative from each secondary school under review and 

one alternate, selected by the School Principal; 
v. Pastor or representative of the parish to which belong each of the schools 

under review; 
      vi.     The local trustee(s); and 
     vii.     A member of the community such as a municipal councillor or active 

     member of the community. 
 

b) Staff from the following areas may be assigned to assist the Accommodation 
Review Committee in a resource capacity, as required. 

 
i. Planning Department 

ii. Facilities Department 
iii. Finance Department 
iv. Toronto Student Transportation Group 
v. Other administrative staff as required 

 
3.   Roles and Responsibilities of the Accommodation Review Committee 
 

a) A School Superintendent whose school is under review shall be appointed as 
Chair of the Accommodation Review Committee by the Director of 
Education.  The Chair shall establish the Accommodation Review 
Committee and will facilitate the accommodation review process and ensure 
it is consistent with the Board’s Policy.  The Chair may also serve as secretary 
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to the Accommodation Review Committee, or delegate this role to another 
member of the Committee. 

 
b) Members of the Accommodation Review Committee shall attend an 

orientation session where members will learn about the mandate, roles, 
responsibilities and procedures of the Accommodation Review Committee. 

 
c) Members of the Accommodation Review Committee shall attend working 

meetings of the Accommodation Review Committee and participate in the 
process. 

 
d) The Accommodation Review Committee shall be provided with copies of the 

Initial Staff Report and the School Information Profiles for each school under 
review. 

 
e) The Accommodation Review Committee shall review the School 

Information Profile for each school under review.  The Accommodation 
Review Committee may request clarification with respect to information 
provided in the School Information Profile, however it is not the role of the 
Accommodation Review Committee to approve the School Information 
Profile.  A School Information Profile is an orientation document with point-
in-time data for each of the schools under a pupil accommodation review.  
The School Information Profile is intended to help the Accommodation 
Review Committee and the school community understand the context 
surrounding the decision to include the specific school(s) in a pupil 
accommodation review.  The School Information Profile provides an 
understanding of, and familiarity with the facilities under review. 

 
f) The Accommodation Review Committee shall review the information 

provided and accommodation options proposed in the Initial Staff Report and 
shall seek clarification, ask questions and provide feedback as necessary.  
The Initial Staff Report is drafted by Board staff and identifies 
accommodation issues, sets out one or more options to address 
accommodation issues, identifies a recommended option if more than one is 
proposed, and includes proposed timelines for implementation. 
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i. The Accommodation Review Committee shall provide feedback with 
respect to the options in the Initial Staff Report prior to the first 
Accommodation Review Public Meeting. 

ii. The Accommodation Review Committee may provide alternative 
option(s) to those set out in the Initial Staff Report. The Accommodation 
Review Committee must provide supporting rationale for the alternative 
option(s). 

 
g) Accommodation Review Committee members are not required to reach 

consensus with respect to the comments and feedback that will be provided to 
the Board of Trustees. 
 

4.   Roles and Responsibilities of Staff Resources to the Accommodation Review 
          Committee 
 

a) Board staff from various areas of responsibility shall assist, as required, with 
answering questions, providing clarification and shall document and compile 
feedback for inclusion in staff reports. 

 
b) The comments, feedback, and any alternative option(s) shall be collected and 

compiled by Board staff in the form of meeting notes.  This information shall 
be included in the Community Consultation Section of the Final Staff Report 
presented to the Board of Trustees. 

 

5. Meetings of the Accommodation Review Committee 

a) The Accommodation Review Committee shall hold at least three (3) working 
meetings (not including the orientation meeting) to discuss the pupil 
accommodation review. The Accommodation Review Committee may 
choose to hold additional working meetings as deemed necessary within the 
timelines established by the Pupil Accommodation Review Policy, at the 
discretion of the Accommodation Review Committee Chair.   

b) At the working meetings, the Accommodation Review Committee shall 
review the materials presented to it by Board staff, may solicit input from the 
affected school communities, and shall provide feedback to Board staff.  
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c) Working meetings of the Accommodation Review Committee shall be open 
to the public, however, the public may not participate in such meetings, unless 
specifically requested by the Accommodation Review Committee to provide 
input. 

d) Working meetings of the Accommodation Review Committee shall be 
deemed to be properly constituted even if all members are not in attendance.  
Quorum is not required for a working meeting of the Accommodation Review 
Committee.   

e) The Accommodation Review Committee shall be deemed to be properly 
constituted even if one or more members resign or do not attend working 
meetings of the Accommodation Review Committee.   

f) Meeting notes of Accommodation Review Committee working meetings shall 
be prepared. 

g) Accommodation Review Committee members may attend the 
Accommodation Review Public Meetings held by Board staff. 

h) Dates of Accommodation Review Committee working meetings shall be 
established by the Chair in consultation with the Accommodation Review 
Committee. 

[Insert Accommodation Review Committee Working Meeting Dates] 
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SCHEDULE ‘C’ 
Pupil Accommodation Review Timeline and Checklist 

Item Additional Information Timeline1 Status 
 

Initial Staff Report and 
School Information 
Profiles considered by 
Trustees. 
 

Pupil Accommodation 
Review approved. 

0  

Initial Staff Report and 
School Information 
Profiles to be posted on 
the Board’s website and 
made available upon 
request. 

   

Written notice to City of 
Toronto through Clerk’s 
Department (or 
equivalent) and to 
community partners who 
expressed an interest prior 
to the Pupil 
Accommodation Review. 
 

Include meeting 
invitation to discuss and 
comment on options in 
Initial Staff Report. 

Within 5 business 
days of Pupil 
Accommodation 
Review approval. 

 

Written notice to Director 
of Education of co-
terminous school boards. 
 

 Within 5 business 
days of Pupil 
Accommodation 
Review approval. 

 

Written notice to Ministry 
of Education. 

Send to the office of the 
Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Financial 
Policy and Business 
Decisions. 

Within 5 business 
days of Pupil 
Accommodation 
Review approval. 

 

                                                             
1Time is measured in business days from the date the Pupil Accommodation Review is approved by Trustees.  
“Business day” is defined as a calendar day that is not a weekend or statutory holiday. It also does not include days 
the Board is scheduled to be closed including the Board's Christmas, spring, Easter and summer break. For schools 
with a year-round calendar, any break that is five (5) calendar days or longer is not a business day. 
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Establish the 
Accommodation Review 
Committee. 

 

The Committee should 
be formed in time to 
permit the Committee 
orientation session to 
occur well in advance of 
the First 
Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting. 

Within 5 business 
days of the Pupil 
Accommodation 
Review being 
approved.   

 

Arrange meeting with 
City of Toronto and with 
community partner(s). 

Document attempts to 
meet.  

Prior to Final 
Accommodation 
Review Public 
Meeting. 

 

Announce and advertise 
First Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting 
through range of media. 

 At least 30 business 
days before the 
meeting 

 

First Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting. 

 At least 30 business 
days after Pupil 
Accommodation 
Review approval 
and after minimum 
30 business days 
written notification 
to school and 
surrounding 
community. 

 

Provide notice to City of 
Toronto and community 
partners of Final 
Accommodation Review 
Public Meeting. 

   

Announce and advertise 
Final Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting 
through range of media. 

   

Receive response from 
City of Toronto and 
community partners. 

 Prior to Final 
Accommodation 
Review Public 
Meeting. 

 

Final Accommodation 
Review Public Meeting. 

 At least 40 business 
days after First 
Public Meeting. 
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Interim Staff Report 
considered by Trustees 

Must be accessible to 
the public on Board 
website and available 
upon request. 

At least 10 business 
days after Final 
Accommodation 
Review Public 
Meeting. 

 

Provide notice of date of 
public delegations, 
including written notice 
to school(s) and 
surrounding community.  

 After Interim Staff 
Report is available 
to the public, and 
at least 10 business 
days before the 
public delegations. 
 

 

Public delegations to 
Trustees. 

   

Compile feedback from 
public delegations and 
include in Final Staff 
Report  

   

Trustees to consider 
Final Staff Report 
including input from 
public delegations and 
make final decision. 

Not to occur in the 
summer. 

At least 10 
business days after 
public delegations. 

 

Establish committee to 
address transition 
planning. 
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SCHEDULE ‘D’ 

Modified Pupil Accommodation Review Timeline and Checklist 

Item Additional 
Information 

Timeline1 Status 

Initial Staff Report and 
School Information 
Profiles considered by 
Trustees. 

Modified 
Accommodation 
Review approved. 

0  

Initial Staff Report and 
School Information 
Proflies to be posted on 
the Board’s website and 
made available upon 
request. 

   

Written notice to City of 
Toronto through Clerk’s 
Department (or 
equivalent) and to 
community partners who 
expressed an interest prior 
to the Modified 
Accommodation Review. 

Include invitation to 
meeting to discuss and 
comment on options in 
Initial Staff Report. 

Within 5 business 
days of Modified 
Accommodation 
Review approval. 

 

Written notice to Director 
of Education of co-
terminous school boards. 

 Within 5 business 
days of Modified 
Accommodation 
Review approval. 

 

Written notice to Ministry 
of Education. 

Send to the office of 
the Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Financial 
Policy and Business 
Decisions. 

Within 5 business 
days of Modified 
Accommodation 
Review approval. 

 

Announce and advertise 
Accommodation Review 
Public Meeting through 
range of media. 
 

   

 

1Time is measured in business days from the date the Modified Pupil Accommodation Review is approved by Trustees.  
“Business day” is defined as a calendar day that is not a weekend or statutory holiday. It also does not include days the 
Board is scheduled to be closed including the Board's Christmas, spring, Easter and summer break. For schools with a 
year-round calendar, any break that is five (5) calendar days or longer is not a business day. 
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Arrange meeting with 
City of Toronto and with 
community partner(s). 
 

Document attempts to 
meet.  

Prior to Public 
Meeting. 

 

Receive response from 
City of Toronto and 
community partner(s), if 
any. 

 Prior to Public 
Meeting, or final 
public meeting if 
more than one is 
held 

 

Accommodation Review 
Public Meeting. 

 At least 30 business 
days after Modified 
Accommodation 
Review approval 
and after minimum 
30 business days 
written notification 
to school and 
surrounding 
community. 

 

Interim Staff Report is 
considered and received 
by Trustees. 

Must be accessible to 
the public on Board 
website and available 
upon request. 

At least 10 business 
days after the 
Accommodation 
Review Public 
Meeting (or final 
Accommodation 
Review Public 
Meeting if more 
than one is held).  
 

 

Provide notice of date of 
public delegations, 
including written notice to 
school(s) and surrounding 
community. 

 After Interim Staff 
Report has been 
received at public 
meeting of Board of 
Trustees and made 
available to the 
public, and at least 
18 business days 
before the public 
delegations. 

 

Public delegations to 
Trustees. 
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Compile feedback from 
public delegations 

   

Trustees to consider Final 
Staff Report including 
input from public 
delegations and make 
final decision. 

Not to occur in the 
summer. 

At least 10 business 
days after the public 
delegations. 

 

Establish committee to 
address transition 
planning. 
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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report recommends that the following school groupings be approved for school 
accommodation review, in accordance with Pupil Accommodation Review Policy 
(S.09). 
 
Groups 1 – 3   are proposed pursuant with recommendations approved by the 
Board on January 22, 2015 regarding priority review rankings. 
 

1. Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Sacred Heart, St. Bede, and St. Gabriel 
Lalemant 

2. Prince of Peace, St. Rene Goupil, and The Divine Infant 
3. Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Matthias, and St. Timothy 

 

Group 4,   St. Paul and St. Michael, is a priority school accommodation review that 
was brought forward by school communities, which was supported by staff.  
 

B.  PURPOSE 
 

1. This report seeks approval for the initiation of school accommodation 
reviews for the following school groupings in accordance with Pupil 
Accommodation Review Policy (S.09): 
 
1. Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Sacred Heart, St. Bede, and St. Gabriel 

Lalemant 
2. Prince of Peace, St. Rene Goupil, and The Divine Infant 
3. Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Matthias, and St. Timothy. 

 

As noted above, staff also support a priority school accommodation review 
involving the following two schools. 
 
4. St. Paul and St. Michael. 
 

2. At its meeting of January 21, 2016, the Board approved the report: 
Elementary Boundary Review Ranking All Wards which identified St. Paul 
and St. Michael as part of a future boundary review.  However, since staff are 
recommending a priority school accommodation review involving these same 
two schools in this cycle, which will also consider boundary changes as part 
of the solution, there is no need for a separate boundary review.  
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C. BACKGROUND 
 
3. At its meeting held on January 22, 2015, the Board considered the report: 

School Accommodation Review Priority Ranking, and adopted, in part, the 
following motion: 
 

“That a future report be considered regarding the initiation of further School 
Accommodation Reviews at the following schools: 
 

 Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Sacred Heart, St. Bede, St. Gabriel 
Lalemant 

 Prince of Peace, St. Rene Goupil, The Divine Infant 
 Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Matthias, St. Timothy”. 

4. A priority school accommodation review has been suggested by the St. Paul 
and St. Michael school communities, in consultation with the Trustee. 

D. ACTION PLAN 

5. Staff are required as per Pupil Accommodation Review Policy (S.09) to 
provide, at a minimum, one recommendation to address the challenges 
associated with each of the school groupings noted above.  Please note that 
recommendations stemming from school accommodation review committees 
may not be consistent with initial staff recommendations, as detailed below. 

 
6. Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Sacred Heart, St. Bede, and St. Gabriel 

Lalemant 
 

The current staff recommendation is to close the smallest of the three school 
facilities that reside south of the Morningside Heights community where 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati Catholic School is located. In this case, St. 
Gabriel Lalment is recommended to close as it has a capacity of only 219 
pupil places.  Furthermore, staff recommend that students from St. Gabriel 
Lalemant be consolidated at nearby Sacred Heart.  In addition to this, staff 
recommend a boundary change involving St. Bede and Sacred Heart in an 
effort to better balance enrolment between the two schools.  This will have a 
positive net impact on utilization at both St. Bede and Sacred Heart.  More 
details are provided in the school information profiles (Appendix ‘A’). 
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7. Prince of Peace, St. Rene Goupil, The Divine Infant 
 

The current staff recommendation is to close both St. Rene Goupil and The 
Divine Infant schools. St. Rene Goupil and the Devine Infant have the lowest 
enrolments of the three schools at only 87 students and 130 students 
respectively. This represents a utilization rate of only 35% and 42% 
respectively.  Furthermore, this undersubscription problem will worsen for 
both schools into the future.  As a result, staff recommend the consolidation 
of St. Rene Goupil and The Divine Infant students at nearby Prince of Peace.  
This would bolster enrolment at Prince of Peace to approximately 535 
students.  The short-term use of portables may be required to support such a 
consolidation, however longer-range projections indicate a decline of 
approximately 100 students between the three school communities.  
Therefore, any future capital solution would need to be based on a longer-
term sustainable enrolment of approximately 430 to 450 students, subject to 
further assessment by Facilities and Planning staff.  More details are provided 
in the school information profiles (Appendix ‘B’). 
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8. Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Matthias, St. Timothy 
 

The current staff recommendation is to close the facility with the lowest 
enrolment and largest surplus capacity, and consolidate those students at 
nearby schools with available space.  In turn, this would allow for a total 
enrolment in a more ideal range, as supported by the Board’s upcoming draft 
Long Term Accommodation and Program plan.  Staff therefore recommend 
the closure of Holy Redeemer.  Holy Redeemer has a current enrolment of 68 
students and a utilization rate of only 32%.  This gross under-subscription 
problem is forecasted to continue into the foreseeable future.  Staff further 
recommend the consolidation of Holy Redeemer students at St. Matthias.  St. 
Matthias has a current enrolment of 194 students. With the proposed addition 
of students from a closed Holy Redeemer, St. Matthias would increase in 
enrolment to approximately 262 students.  This would represent a utilization 
rate of 120%.  The facility can accommodate this enrolment with the use of 1 
or 2 portables on site.  A future capital solution could also provide additional 
space, and would be subject to further assessment by Facilities and Planning 
staff.  More details are provided in the school information profiles (Appendix 
‘C’). 
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Please note: It has been determined by the Board’s consultant that it would be 
strategically more appropriate to include St. Timothy in a future 
accommodation review and have it removed from the Holy Redeemer, St. 
Matthias and Our Lady of Guadalupe group of schools.  The Board’s next 
Long Term Accommodation Plan will advise on the composition of a future 
school accommodation review involving St. Timothy. 

 

 
 

9. St. Paul and St. Michael (Additional Recommended Priority Review) 
 

The current staff recommendation is to close both St. Paul and St. Michael 
and consolidate the student populations at a new facility built on the recently 
acquired Duke of York site, a former TDSB school site.  This decision would 
require Ministry of Education approval and Capital funding availability.  St. 
Paul is significantly undersubscribed with an enrolment of 175 students and a 
utilization rate of only 39%.  St. Paul is projected to remain at this rate of 
utilization well into the foreseeable future.  Conversely, St. Michael is 
significantly oversubscribed with an enrolment of 174 students and a 
utilization rate of 193%.  St. Michael’s enrolment is projected to steadily 
increase into the future as a result of residential intensification in the area.  A 
portion of the St. Michael student population is accommodated in 
substandard leased space at an adjacent community centre in rooms originally 
designed as squash courts.  Furthermore, both schools reside on small sites at 
1.8 and 1.4 acres respectively.  St. Paul has additional site complications as it 
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resides on an historical graveyard and significant retrofits of the facility are 
not possible.  Lastly, both schools have significant deferred maintenance 
backlogs at $6.8M and $2M respectively.  More details are provided in the 
school information profiles (Appendix ‘D’). 

 

 
 

10. There are currently 12,067 pupil places of excess elementary capacity.  The 
Ministry of Education has advised staff that school accommodation reviews 
must take place in the future, and be fully considered as part of the Board’s 
next Long Term Accommodation Plan. 

 

E. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

1. That the following school accommodation reviews be initiated in accordance 
with Pupil Accommodation Review Policy (S.09): 

 

 Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Sacred Heart, St. Bede, and St. Gabriel 
Lalemant 

 Prince of Peace, St. Rene Goupil, and The Divine Infant 
 Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Matthias 
 St. Paul and St. Michael 
 

2. That St. Paul and St. Michael Boundary Review be considered as part of the 
School Accommodation Review Process. 
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3. That St. Timothy be removed from the Holy Redeemer, St. Matthias and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe group of schools and considered in a future school 
accommodation review which will be addressed in the next Long Term 
Accommodation Plan. 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CORPORATE SERVICES, STRATEGIC PLANNING 

AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

HELD MAY 12, 2016 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
PRESENT: 

   P. Bottoni, Chair 
   M. Rizzo – by teleconference 
   A. Andrachuk 
   N. Crawford 
   F. D’Amico 
   J.A. Davis 
   M. Del Grande 
   A. Kennedy 
   S. Piccininni 
   B. Poplawski 
   G. Tanuan 
   J. Martino – by teleconference 
 

A. Gauthier 
G. Poole 
A. Sangiorgio 
C. Jackson 
P. Matthews 
R. McGuckin 
P. De Cock 
K. Malcolm 
M. Puccetti 
M. Silva 
J. Yan 
 
A. Robertson, Parliamentarian 
L. Fernandes, Recording Secretary 
S. Harris, Assistant Recording Secretary 

 



8 
 

In Favour   Opposed 
 
Trustees  Crawford Trustee Kennedy  
      Andrachuk 
               Piccininni       
               Davis 

     D’Amico 
               Rizzo 
               Bottoni 
               Del Grande 
               Tanuan 
      Poplawski 
 
The Motion was declared 
 

CARRIED 
 

 
MOVED by Trustee Crawford, seconded by Trustee Davis, that item 15k) be 
adopted as follows: 
 
15k) Report regarding Pupil Accommodation Review Policy (S.09) – 

Public Consultation and Approval Policy that: 
 

1. School Accommodation Review Policy (S.09) be rescinded. 
 
2. That Pupil Accommodation Review Policy (S.09) and 

Operational Procedures contained in Appendix ‘B’ be approved. 
 
 
On the vote being taken, as follows: 
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In Favour   Opposed 
 
Trustees  Crawford Trustees Andrachuk 
           Kennedy                          Piccininni       
               Davis        Rizzo 

     D’Amico 
               Bottoni 
               Del Grande 
               Tanuan 
      Poplawski 
 
The Motion was declared 
 

CARRIED 
 

 

MOVED by Trustee Davis, seconded by Trustee Del Grande, that item 15m) be 
adopted as follows: 
 
15m) Report regarding Initiation of Pupil Accommodation Reviews 

(Wards 7, 8, 9) - received. 
 

1.  That the following school accommodation reviews be initiated 
in accordance with Pupil Accommodation Review Policy (S.09)  

 
• Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Sacred Heart, St. Bede, 

and St. Gabriel Lalemant  
• Prince of Peace, St. Rene Goupil, and The Divine Infant 
• St. Paul and St. Michael  

 
2.  That St. Paul and St. Michael Boundary Review be considered 

as part of the School Accommodation Review Process.  
 
3.  That St. Timothy be removed from the Holy Redeemer, St. 

Matthias and Our Lady of Guadalupe group of schools and 
considered in a future school accommodation review which will 
be addressed in the next Long Term Accommodation Plan. 
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MOVED in AMENDMENT by Trustee Kennedy, seconded by Trustee Rizzo, to 
add #4 that Pupil Accommodation Reviews for  Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and St. Matthias be added in June 2016  
 
 
MOVED in AMENDMENT to the AMENDMENT by Trustee Kennedy, seconded 
by Trustee Del Grande, that the Pupil Accommodation Review for  Holy 
Redeemer, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Matthias be added to the June 
Corporate Services Agenda as an urgent item. 
 
On the vote being taken, on the Amendment to the Amendment as follows: 
 
In Favour   Opposed 
 
Trustees  Crawford Trustees Del Grande  
      Andrachuk      Bottoni 
               Piccininni       
               Davis 

     D’Amico 
               Rizzo 
               Tanuan 
      Poplawski 
      Kennedy 
      Martino 
 
 
The Amendment to the Amendment was declared 
 

CARRIED 
 
 
On the vote being taken, on the Amendment as follows: 
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In Favour   Opposed 
 
Trustees  Crawford Trustees Del Grande  
      Andrachuk      Bottoni 
               Piccininni       
               Davis 

     D’Amico 
               Rizzo 
               Tanuan 
      Poplawski 
      Kennedy 
      Martino 
 
The Amendment was declared 
 

CARRIED 
 
On the vote being taken, on the Motion, as Amended as follows: 
 
In Favour   Opposed 
 
Trustees  Crawford Trustees Rizzo  
      Andrachuk       
               Piccininni 
      Bottoni 
      Del Grande       
               Davis 

     D’Amico 
               Rizzo 
               Tanuan 
      Poplawski 
      Kennedy 
      Martino 
 
The Motion, as Amended was declared 
 

CARRIED 



 

 
 

Office of the Director of Education 
 
       June 21, 2016 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, Catholic School Parent Council, Principal, and School Staff at: 

 St. Rene Goupil Catholic Elementary School 

 
In carrying out its mission to educate students to grow in grace and knowledge and to lead lives of faith, hope 
and charity, the Toronto Catholic District School Board is committed to its goal to support responsive and 
responsible stewardship and allocation of resources. The Ministry of Education’s current Capital Priorities 
Funding focus is on projects that promote efficient use of space. In support of this initiative, the government has 
established a new, four-year, $750 million School Consolidation Capital program.  This funding program will be 
allocated on a business-case basis for new schools, retrofits and additions that support consolidations. 
 
At its Corporate Services, Strategic Planning and Property Committee meeting held on May 12, 2016, the Board 
of Trustees approved the initiation of Pupil Accommodation Reviews involving St. Rene Goupil, Prince of 
Peace and The Divine Infant school communities in accordance with the Board’s Pupil Accommodation 
Review Policy and Operational Procedure (S.09) https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Policies/Documents/S.09.pdf  
and https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Policies/Documents/APPENDIX%20to%20PAR%20S.09.pdf. 
 
This accommodation review is the first step in seizing the opportunities available to schools which are able to 
consolidate their enrolment and benefit directly from the government's offer of support and assistance.  
 
Details about public involvement in the review process will be shared with the school communities as they 
become available.  Details will also be posted on the Board website at: 
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/PlanningandFacilities/SARC/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
The first public meeting has been scheduled on October 19, 2016 at 7:00 pm at Prince of Peace Catholic 
School located at 255 Alton Towers Circle.  
 
We look forward to working collaboratively with your school communities to find solutions to create equitable 
learning environments for all students that support student achievement and well-being, while remaining true to 
our Board's commitment to Catholic values. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Angela Gauthier 
       Director of Education 
 
CC: Kevin Malcolm, Superintendent of Education 

Angelo Sangiorgio, Associate Director Planning and Facilities 
Gary Poole, Associate Director Academic Affairs 
Garry Tanuan, Trustee 



 

 
 

Office of the Director of Education 
 
       June 21, 2016 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, Catholic School Parent Council, Principal, and School Staff at: 

 Prince of Peace Catholic Elementary School 

Further to an early June communication regarding a “call for volunteers” from the Prince of Peace School, 
following is further information regarding the initiation of a Pupil Accommodation Review. 
 
In carrying out its mission to educate students to grow in grace and knowledge and to lead lives of faith, hope 
and charity, the Toronto Catholic District School Board is committed to its goal to support responsive and 
responsible stewardship and allocation of resources. The Ministry of Education’s current Capital Priorities 
Funding focus is on projects that promote efficient use of space. In support of this initiative, the government has 
established a new, four-year, $750 million School Consolidation Capital program.  This funding program will be 
allocated on a business-case basis for new schools, retrofits and additions that support consolidations. 
 
At its Corporate Services, Strategic Planning and Property Committee meeting held on May 12, 2016, the Board 
of Trustees approved the initiation of Pupil Accommodation Reviews involving Prince of Peace, St. Rene 
Goupil and The Divine Infant school communities in accordance with the Board’s Pupil Accommodation 
Review Policy and Operational Procedure (S.09) https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Policies/Documents/S.09.pdf  
and  https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Policies/Documents/APPENDIX%20to%20PAR%20S.09.pdf. 
 
This accommodation review is the first step in seizing the opportunities available to schools which are able to 
consolidate their enrolment and benefit directly from the government's offer of support and assistance.  
 
Details about public involvement in the review process will be shared with the school communities as they 
become available.  Details will also be posted on the Board website at: 
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/PlanningandFacilities/SARC/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
The first public meeting has been scheduled on October 19, 2016 at 7:00 pm at Prince of Peace Catholic 
School located at 255 Alton Towers Circle.  
 
We look forward to working collaboratively with your school communities to find solutions to create equitable 
learning environments for all students that support student achievement and well-being, while remaining true to 
our Board's commitment to Catholic values. 
 
Should you have any questions you may contact Superintendent of Education, Kevin Malcolm at 416-222-8282 
Ext. 2263, kevin.malcolm@tcdsb.org or your local Trustee, Garry Tanuan at 416-512-3408, 
garry.tanuan@tcdsb.org.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
       Angela Gauthier 
       Director of Education 
 
CC: Kevin Malcolm, Superintendent of Education 

Angelo Sangiorgio, Associate Director Planning and Facilities 
Gary Poole, Associate Director Academic Affairs 
Garry Tanuan, Trustee 



 

 
 

Office of the Director of Education 
 
       June 21, 2016 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, Catholic School Parent Council, Principal, and School Staff at: 

 The Divine Infant Catholic Elementary School 

 
In carrying out its mission to educate students to grow in grace and knowledge and to lead lives of faith, hope 
and charity, the Toronto Catholic District School Board is committed to its goal to support responsive and 
responsible stewardship and allocation of resources. The Ministry of Education’s current Capital Priorities 
Funding focus is on projects that promote efficient use of space. In support of this initiative, the government has 
established a new, four-year, $750 million School Consolidation Capital program.  This funding program will be 
allocated on a business-case basis for new schools, retrofits and additions that support consolidations. 
 
At its Corporate Services, Strategic Planning and Property Committee meeting held on May 12, 2016, the Board 
of Trustees approved the initiation of Pupil Accommodation Reviews involving The Divine Infant, Prince of 
Peace and St. Rene Goupil school communities in accordance with the Board’s Pupil Accommodation Review 
Policy and Operational Procedure (S.09) https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Policies/Documents/S.09.pdf  and 
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Policies/Documents/APPENDIX%20to%20PAR%20S.09.pdf. 
 
This accommodation review is the first step in seizing the opportunities available to schools which are able to 
consolidate their enrolment and benefit directly from the government's offer of support and assistance.  
 
Details about public involvement in the review process will be shared with the school communities as they 
become available.  Details will also be posted on the Board website at: 
https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/PlanningandFacilities/SARC/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
The first public meeting has been scheduled on October 19, 2016 at 7:00 pm at Prince of Peace Catholic 
School located at 255 Alton Towers Circle.  
 
We look forward to working collaboratively with your school communities to find solutions to create equitable 
learning environments for all students that support student achievement and well-being, while remaining true to 
our Board's commitment to Catholic values. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Angela Gauthier 
       Director of Education 
 
CC: Kevin Malcolm, Superintendent of Education 

Angelo Sangiorgio, Associate Director Planning and Facilities 
Gary Poole, Associate Director Academic Affairs 
Garry Tanuan, Trustee 
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Capital Program Trustee Ward Trustee Name Project  Type Project Stage
Projected 

Completion
Capacity                      
Increase

Area Increase 
(SM)

Estimated Total 
Project Cost

                       Phase 1 - Building Additions Pupil         
Places

Building                      
Area    

Total                                        
Cost

All Saints Trustee Ward 01 Joe Martino FDK Addition Occupied 2014 44 96 $693,696
Cardinal Leger Trustee Ward 08 Garry Tanuan Elementary Addition Occupied 2011 98 634 $2,056,374
Father Serra Trustee Ward 01 Joe Martino Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 167 1,015 $4,242,075
Holy Spirit Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande FDK Addition Occupied 2014 84 362 $1,860,556
Josyf Cardinal Slipyj Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 130 785 $2,654,493
Msgr. Fraser Midland Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande Secondary Addition Occupied 2014 96 560 $2,208,967
Nativity of Our Lord Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 107 693 $2,874,734
Our Lady of Peace Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk FDK + Library Addition Occupied 2015 84 361 $2,478,833
Our Lady of Sorrows Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk FDK Addition Occupied 2015 90 120 $1,094,507
Our Lady of Wisdom Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande FDK+Classroom Addition Occupied 2015 120 665 $2,819,830
St Agatha Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 233 1,610 $5,350,948
St Agnes Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande FDK Addition Occupied 2014 32 109 $1,215,642
St Albert Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 423 1,641 $5,457,147
St Augustine of Canterbury (Phase 1) Trustee Ward 04 Patrizia Bottoni FDK Addition Occupied 2015 104 581 $1,738,935
St Bernard Trustee Ward 03 Sal Piccininni Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 285 1,675 $5,146,245
St Bonaventure Trustee Ward 05 Maria Rizzo Elementary Addition Occupied 2013 242 1,361 $5,630,893
St Charles Garnier Trustee Ward 04 Patrizia Bottoni Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 190 1,101 $3,387,083
St Denis Trustee Ward 11 Angela Kennedy FDK + Library Addition Occupied 2014 69 139 $983,847
St Elizabeth Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk FDK Addition Occupied 2014 55 332 $1,235,425
St Henry Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 164 723 $2,459,030
St Joachim Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 216 1,151 $4,572,691
St Kevin Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande FDK Addition Occupied 2014 58 312 $1,472,978
St Malachy Trustee Ward 08 Garry Tanuan FDK + Classroom Addition Occupied 2015 164 TBD $4,056,471
St Norbert Trustee Ward 04 Patrizia Bottoni Elementary Addition Occupied 2011 95 598 $2,301,759
St Pius X Trustee Ward 10 Barbara Poplawski Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 150 1,192 $4,038,447
St Rose of Lima Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford FDK Addition Occupied 2014 78 218 $1,453,788
St Stephen Trustee Ward 01 Joe Martino Elementary Addition Occupied 2011 190 1,167 $3,346,822
St Thomas More Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford Elementary Addition Occupied 2011 239 1,558 $4,139,320
Sts Cosmas & Damian Trustee Ward 05 Maria Rizzo Elementary Addition Occupied 2012 141 933 $4,092,432
Transfiguration of Our Lord Trustee Ward 01 Joe Martino FDK Addition Occupied 2014 55 286 $1,307,828

Phase 1 - Subtotal 4,203 21,978 $86,371,796

                          Phase 2 - New/Replacement Schools Pupil           
Places

Building                      
Area    

Total                                        
Cost

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati Trustee Ward 08 Garry Tanuan New Elementary Occupied 2013 467 4,500 $10,019,115
St Ambrose Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk Elementary Replacement Occupied 2013 398 3,729 $10,265,523
St Andre Trustee Ward 03 Sal Piccininni Elementary Replacement Occupied 2015 522 4,421 $11,089,969
St Conrad Trustee Ward 04 Patrizia Bottoni Elementary Replacement Occupied 2012 582 5,578 $12,277,228
St Edward Trustee Ward 05 Maria Rizzo New Elementary Occupied 2014 421 4,056 $11,391,298
St Nicholas Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford Elementary Replacement Occupied 2013 444 4,047 $9,407,643

Phase 2 - Subtotal 2,834 26,331 $64,450,776

                        Phase 3 - Funded Capital Projects Pupil             
Places

Building                      
Area    

Total                                        
Cost

Dante Alighieri Academy Trustee Ward 05 Maria Rizzo Secondary Replacement In Design/Land Acquisition 2019 1,300 15,964 $34,497,751
The Holy Trinity Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk Elementary Replacement Construct 2017 536 5,199 $13,087,179
St John Evangelist Trustee Ward 06 Frank D'Amico Elementary Replacement In Design/Land Acquisition 2018 598 6,084 $20,682,958
St Joseph's Morrow Park Trustee Ward 07 Mike Del Grande Secondary Replacement In Design/Land Acquisition 2018 798 10,913 $27,247,201
St Simon Trustee Ward 03 Sal Piccininni Elementary Replacement Construct 2017 542 1,212 $12,448,637

Phase 3 - Subtotal 3,774 39,372 $107,963,726
                        Phase 4 - Capital Priorities Projects
St Clement Trustee Ward 02 Ann Andrachuk FDK+Classroom+Gym Addition In Design and Approvals 2018 135 TBD $6,051,962
St Eugene Trustee Ward 01 Joe Martino FDK+Classroom+Gym Addition Construct 2017 311 TBD $7,908,461
St Fidelis Trustee Ward 03 Sal Piccininni Replacement School Pre-Planning 2018 648 TBD $10,417,567
St Margaret Trustee Ward 05 Maria Rizzo Replacement School Pre-Planning 2017 642 TBD $11,116,682
St Paschal Baylon Trustee Ward 05 Maria Rizzo FDK+Classroom+Gym Addition Construct 2017 408 TBD $12,946,050
St Ursula Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford FDK+Classroom Addition Construct 2017 97 TBD $2,501,156
St Victor Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford FDK+Classroom Addition Construct 2017 234 TBD $5,748,484
St. Augustine of Canterbury (Phase 2) Trustee Ward 04 Patrizia Bottoni Classroom + Gym Addition In Design and Approvals 2018 115 TBD $7,268,241

Phase 4 - Subtotal 2590 0 $63,958,603
                        Phase 5 -  FDK funded
Year 4 ELKP Retrofits Various Various No Additions Occupied 2013 TBD TBD $8,469,598
Year 5 ELKP Retrofits Various Various No Additions Occupied 2014 TBD TBD $7,112,044

Phase 5 - Subtotal 0 0 $15,581,642
                        Phase 6 - Development Projects
Railway Lands (Block 31) Trustee Ward 09 Jo-Ann Davis New Elementary Design 2019 510 4,947 $18,000,000

Phase 6 - Subtotal 510 4,947 $18,000,000
                        Phase 7 - 2015, 2016 Capital Priorities Projects
Blessed Cardinal Newman Trustee Ward 12 Nancy Crawford Secondary Replacement Pre-Planning 2021 1,110 15,964 $32,818,951

St. Bruno/St. Raymond Consolidation @ St. Raymond Trustee Ward 09 Jo-Ann Davis Elementary Replacement Pre-Planning 2018 350 TBD $9,490,000

St. Leo/St. Louis Consolidation @ St. Leo Trustee Ward 2 Ann Andrachuk Elementary Replacement Pre-Planning 2018 500 TBD $11,850,000

Phase 7 - Subtotal 1,960 15,964 $54,158,951

2010-2017 Capital Program Total: 15,871      108,592     $410,485,494

2010 - 2017 Capital Program                        
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INTRODUCTION
Ontario is widely recognized as having one of the world’s best elementary and 
secondary school systems, and is continuously working to improve it. This guide 
is intended to support the important conversations among partners in the 
education sector by providing a clear explanation of how education is funded 
in Ontario through the Grants for Student Needs, or GSN. It also sets out the 
accountabilities of school boards and the Ministry of Education for the use of 
education dollars and discusses efforts to continuously improve the formulas 
used to fund education in Ontario.

The GSN supports funding for the classroom, school leadership and operations, 
specific student-related priorities and local management by school boards. 
The GSN’s purpose is to help the system achieve key goals, especially those  
of Achieving Excellence, Ontario’s renewed vision for education.

Achieving Excellence consolidates the many gains made by the education 
system to date and sets out a commitment to take it to the next level. It was 
developed by the ministry through extensive consultations with its partners  
in the education system. 

The renewed vision emphasizes the focus on classroom education, which is  
the foundation of the system. At the same time, it broadens the system’s aims 
to look at more than academic achievement, particularly by supporting student 
well-being in a range of areas. It also recognizes the system’s need to close  
the gaps, so that all students benefit from a strong educational system attuned 
to individual needs.

The Ministry of Education, school boards and other stakeholders in publicly 
funded education are working together to align funding for school boards with 
the aims of Achieving Excellence. 
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How funding is structured
The Ministry of Education provides the bulk of operating funding to Ontario’s 
72 district school boards1 through the annual GSN, also known as “the funding 
formula.” The GSN is actually a collection of grants described in detail in a  
regulation under the Education Act each year. 

Many grants are made up of two or more components, which are called  
“allocations.” This guide sets out the funding provided by each grant and  
gives an explanation, including a high-level description of the calculation,  
of the major allocations within it.

Because the ministry and its partners focus on aligning resources with the key 
goals of the education system, this guide has been structured to reflect those 
goals by grouping grants under the following headings:

 • Funding for classrooms focuses on providing classroom resources.

 • Funding for schools provides the resources to ensure schools have the  
leadership they need and are clean and well-maintained facilities for  
learning. Funding is also positioned to encourage the most efficient use  
of space possible. 

 • Funding a locally managed system aims to ensure board leadership carries 
out focused activities to support alignment of resources which help schools 
and students strive to achieve excellence. 

 • Funding for specific priorities speaks mainly to the Achieving Excellence  
goal of closing gaps by, for example, meeting special education needs  
and improving language proficiency.

The ministry recognizes that conditions vary widely across Ontario and the  
funding formulas cannot take every situation into account. This is why local 
school boards have flexibility in how they use funding, within the over-all  
accountability framework discussed in the next section.

1 There are also 10 School Authorities, consisting of four geographically isolated boards and  
six hospital-based school authorities. 
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For the school board sector as a whole, GSN funding represents the overwhelming 
majority of revenues, more than 90%. Over the past decade, funding from this 
source has increased, even though demographic factors have caused enrolment 
to decline:
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School boards also receive funding from the ministry for special, often  
time-limited programs, and from other ministries for specific purposes related  
to their mandates.

School boards may also raise funds on their own. Examples include renting out 
excess school space or charging fees for enhanced programming. These funds, 
however, should not be used to replace public funding for education or to sup-
port items funded through provincial grants. A Guideline for School Fundraising 
and a Guideline for Fees for Learning Materials and Activities may be found on  
the Ministry of Education website (www.edu.gov.on.ca). 

Accountability for education funding 
A central aim of Achieving Excellence – and one that extends beyond the  
classroom or even the school – is enhancing public confidence in our  
education system. 

The province invests about $23 billion a year in education. A major part of  
enhancing confidence is ensuring accountability for the use of these resources. 

The province, through the Ministry of Education, is accountable for the public 
education system as a whole and the policy decisions that determine funding 
for school boards. Given their key role in providing services at the local level, 
school boards have important accountabilities to students, parents and others 
with a stake in outcomes, as well as to the ministry.

A cornerstone of Ontario’s education system is the principle that school boards 
have a responsibility to ensure the effective stewardship of resources. Thoughtful, 
transparent budgeting, aligned with a focused strategy, is vital and integral to 
this goal.

With respect to the GSN, a robust financial accountability framework has been 
developed between school boards and the Province. This framework recognizes 
that accountability to the ministry must be balanced against the need for school 
board flexibility to address local conditions. It includes:

 • Legislative requirements, such as the provision that school boards balance 
their budgets;

 • Requirements around budgeting and financial reporting, as well as  
monitoring, audit, review and, in some cases, supervisory activities by  
the Province; 
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 • Enveloping, which means requiring that certain grants be used only for the 
purpose intended; and

 • Program/grant specific reporting requirements overseen by various branches 
of the ministry.

Another important activity that supports accountability is collaboration. Ontario 
has a proud tradition of open and frank conversations about education funding.  
Through these conversations, the funding formula benefits from a stronger 
understanding of the perspectives of others in the system. 

The ministry engages with many partners, including:  

 • School board representatives, 

 • Trustee associations, 

 • Principals and vice-principals, 

 • Teachers’ federations and education worker unions, 

 • Parent groups and 

 • Student groups. 

The annual engagement and other collaborations are invaluable in holding  
all parties, including the government, accountable for the ways education is 
funded. 

This guide describes how several grants are in transition, with some changes 
being phased in over more than one year. These changes have been informed 
by the ministry’s ongoing contact with the sector, including the annual GSN 
funding discussions and collaborative working groups that make technical  
recommendations on how to improve the GSN.
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FUNDING FOR CLASSROOMS

Pupil Foundation Grant 
This grant, which accounts for about half of  the GSN, supports the elements of a 
classroom education that are generally common to all students. The largest single 
element of the GSN, it provides funding for the salaries of classroom teachers, 
early childhood educators for full-day kindergarten, educational assistants, and 
other teaching staff such as teacher librarians and guidance counsellors. It also 
funds textbooks, classroom supplies and classroom computers.

The grant is calculated on a per-pupil basis. There are three different per-pupil 
amounts at the elementary level, depending on the grade in which a student is 
enrolled – kindergarten, primary (grades 1 to 3), junior/intermediate (grades 4  
to 8) – and one per-pupil amount for secondary students. For classroom teachers, 
the per-pupil amounts reflect benchmark salaries and benefits, class size re-
quirements and the need for preparation time. (A separate allocation, discussed 
below, recognizes teachers’ relative qualifications and experience.) For other 
staff, the per-pupil amount is based on salaries and benefits and staffing levels.

For 2016-17, funding through the Pupil Foundation Grant is projected to be 
$10.55 billion.

Qualifications and Experience Grant 
This grant provides additional support for classroom staff who have qualifications 
and experience above those provided for through the Pupil Foundation Grant.  
It is projected to total $1.97 billion in 2016-17: 

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Teacher qualifications and experience $1,781.3 billion

Early childhood educator qualifications and experience $129.6 million

Other allocations $55.7 million

Total $1,966.6 billion

 • The teacher qualifications and experience allocation provides funding  
to boards with teachers who, because of their qualifications and experience, 
have average salaries different from the benchmark level used in the Pupil 
Foundation Grant.
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 • The early childhood educators qualifications and experience allocation 
is provided for boards with early childhood educators who, because of 
their qualifications and experience have average salaries different from the 
benchmark. 

 • The other allocations under this grant include historical adjustments to the 
funding of non-teaching salary costs and funding for programs to mentor 
and train new teachers. Additional details can be found in the technical paper 
available on the ministry website. 

Continuing education and other programs
This grant supports a range of programs aimed at adult learners and day-school 
students, including secondary students who have completed more than 34 credits 
and wish to continue their studies. The grant is projected to total $165.5 million 
in 2016-17:

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Adult day school $39.0 million

High-credit day school $7.5 million

Summer school $32.4 million

Continuing education $58.2 million

Other allocations $28.4 million

Total $165.5 million

 • The adult day school allocation supports day school programming for 
students who are at least 21 years of age as of December 31 of the current 
school year. 

 • The high-credit day school allocation is for day school programming for 
secondary students who have completed more than 34 credits and wish  
to continue their studies. 

 • The summer school allocation supports programming offered during the 
summer for day school pupils.

 • The continuing education allocation supports a variety of programs delivered 
inside and outside the classroom (for example, through correspondence, 
self-study or e-learning), including credit courses for the purpose of earning 
a secondary school graduation diploma.  

 • The other allocations of this grant support the teaching of international  
languages at the elementary level and assessments of mature students’  
prior learning. More details are provided in the technical paper, available  
on the ministry website.
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FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS

School Foundation Grant
This grant provides funding for principals, vice-principals and office support 
staff, as well as administrative supplies. The total School Foundation Grant 
is projected to be $1.44 billion in 2016–17. It is divided into an elementary 
school and a secondary school portion. It also makes provision for combined 
schools – that is, schools attended by both elementary and secondary pupils 
of the same board.

The current year marks the second year of a three-year transition in the way the 
grant is allocated. The new method includes changes that:

 • Recognize a school’s remoteness as well as its size;

 • Enhance support for combined schools by lowering the enrolment level  
at which additional principals are funded; and

 • Provide greater funding overall for vice-principals in secondary and  
combined schools. 

During the transition, both the old and new allocation methods are being used. 
In 2016-17, funding will be determined by adding two-thirds of the result from 
the new method and one-third of the result from the old method.

School Operations and Renewal Grant
This grant supports the costs of operating, maintaining and repairing school 
facilities. Under the formula, funding is adjusted for boards that have older 
schools with unique design features such as wide hallways, large shop spaces, 
and auditorium spaces. 
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The current year marks the second year of a three-year transition to a new allo-
cation method for many components of this grant. The new method includes  
changes that:

 • Eliminates funding for under-utilized space in schools that are not isolated; and 

 • Re-invests a portion of those savings in the per-pupil operating and renewal 
funding for all schools.

Funding is also being updated to reflect the current inventory of schools and the 
implementation of full-day kindergarten.

The grant, consisting of two major allocations, is projected to total $2.37 billion 
in 2016-17.

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

School operations $2,049.0 billion

School renewal $320.0 million

Total $2,369.0 billion

 • The school operations allocation, which addresses operating costs such as 
heating, lighting, maintenance and cleaning of schools, consists of several 
components. The largest component is based on a benchmark operating 
cost associated with a standard floor area for each elementary and secondary 
pupil. This per-pupil benchmark is being increased to support the cost of 
operating space that students use. 

A component of this funding that reflected the costs to clean, light and heat 
school space that was underutilized is being phased out over three years. 
However, underutilized space in isolated schools will still generate funding. 

 • The school renewal allocation addresses the costs of repairing and renovating  
schools. Like the operations allocation, it consists of a number of components. 
The largest component is based on a benchmark renewal cost associated 
with a standard floor area for each elementary and secondary pupil. This 
per-pupil benchmark is being increased to support the cost of renovating 
the space that students use. 

Funding is also adjusted to reflect the renewal needs of older schools and 
regional variations in construction costs. 

Components to address the needs of underutilized space are changing in 
parallel with the changes to the operating allocation discussed above. 
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FUNDING A LOCALLY   
MANAGED SYSTEM 

School Board Administration  
and Governance 

This grant provides funding for board administration and governance costs, 
including those related to board-based staff and board offices and facilities.  
In 2016-17, it is projected to total $594.3 million.

The way the grant is allocated is in transition. In 2014-15, the ministry introduced  
a new method that will be fully in place by 2017-18. It replaces three allocations 
of the previous method with a single allocation, the board administration  
allocation. During the transition, both methods are being used. This year, the 
new method is weighted at 75% and the old one at 25%.

The other allocations of this grant are unaffected by the transition.

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Board administration (combined old and new models) $554.6 million

Other allocations $39.7 million

Total $594.3 million

 • The new board administration model, developed in consultation with 
school boards, provides funding for board-level leadership, staff and related  
supplies and services. The model recognizes ten core functions that all 
boards, regardless of size, must perform. At the same time, it recognizes  
that enrolment is an important driver of higher administrative expenses.  
The new model is replacing a way of allocating funding that relied more 
heavily on the size of boards’ enrolment. 

 • The other allocations of this grant include funding for trustee compensation, 
parent engagement, consolidation accounting, internal audit, supports to 
improve school boards’ information management, and the transformation 
of learning and teaching in the physical and virtual environment. Addition-
al details can be found in the technical paper available on the ministry’s 
website.
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Student Transportation Grant 
This grant provides school boards with funding to transport students to and 
from school. It is projected to be $896.6 million in 2016-17. The grant is based 
on the previous year’s amount, with a number of possible adjustments and/or 
additional allocations:

 • The enrolment adjustment is made only for school boards with increasing 
enrolment, and is based on the percentage increase in enrolment.

 • The cost update adjustment factor, which recognizes the increasing costs 
of providing transportation services, is 2% for 2016-17. The calculation  
applies the adjustment factor to each board’s 2015-16 transportation grant.

 • The fuel escalator and de-escalator provides for funding increases or 
decreases by comparing the actual price of diesel fuel for southern school 
boards and northern school boards to a benchmark price. 

 • Details on the other allocations within this grant, which cover transportation 
to provincial or demonstration schools, impacts of effectiveness and efficiency 
reviews of transportation consortia, and full-day kindergarten transportation, 
can be found in the technical paper available on the ministry’s website.

Declining Enrolment Adjustment
Much of a school board’s revenue is determined by enrolment. When enrolment 
goes down, funding also declines. School boards can adjust their costs downward 
as well, but this may take more than one year. The declining enrolment adjust-
ment recognizes this need for extra time. The grant, which is projected to be 
$31.1 million in 2016-17, is made up of a first-year and second-year component:

Component 2016-17 Amount

First-year $22.2 million

Second-year $8.9 million

Total $31.1 million

 • The first-year component is based on a weighting of the difference between 
2016-17 eligible revenue if enrolment had not changed from the previous 
year and 2016-17 revenue calculated using the current year’s enrolment. It is 
available only if the current year’s enrolment is less than the previous year’s. 

 • The second-year component is 25% of a school board’s 2015–16 first-year 
component.
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Geographic Circumstances Grant 
This funding recognizes the higher costs related to the remoteness of rural boards 
and schools. It takes into account several factors, including the enrolment of 
boards and individual schools, board distance from urban centres and dispersion 
of schools over a board’s geographic area. 

The grant, which is projected to be $190.6 million in 2016-17, is made up of 
three allocations. The current year marks the second year of a three-year  
transition to a new allocation method for many components of this grant.  
The new method:

 • Updates various geographic parameters that generate funding for boards; 
and

 • Eliminates support for teaching staff in isolated schools that are large enough 
to generate the required funding under the Pupil Foundation Grant.

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Remote and rural $119.6 million

Supported schools $69.6 million

Rural and small communities $1.4 million

Total $190.6 million

 • The remote and rural allocation provides funding to: boards with enrol-
ment of less than 16,000; boards that are distant from large urban centres; 
and boards whose schools are far from board offices and one another. The 
current year marks the second year of a three-year phase-in of updates to 
the data underlying these calculations to reflect urban population growth 
and other changes. 

 • The supported schools allocation helps make small, remote schools more 
viable by providing additional funding for teachers and, in some cases, early 
childhood educators. A school’s eligibility is based on distance to the board’s 
closest school of the same type (that is, elementary to elementary and  
secondary to secondary) with funding varying based on school enrolment. 

 • The rural and small communities allocation is being phased out. 
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FUNDING FOR  
SPECIFIC PRIORITIES 

Learning Opportunities Grant
The Learning Opportunities Grant (LOG) provides funding to help students  
who are at greater risk of lower academic achievement. It is projected to total 
$532.1 million in 2016-17. 

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Demographic $353.0 million

Student achievement envelope $160.0 million

Other allocations $19.1 million

Total $532.1 million

 • The demographic allocation, which represents the largest share of LOG 
funding, is based on social and economic indicators that signal a higher  
risk of academic difficulty for students. The indicators are low household  
income, low parental education, a one-parent household, and recent arrival 
in Canada. This allocation is distributed to boards based on the ranking of 
each of their schools on these measures, and a weighting of the measures 
themselves. Boards can use this funding for initiatives such as breakfast  
programs, homework clubs, reading recovery and independent supports.

 • The student achievement envelope comprises seven discrete allocations. 
These allocations, which directly support programs introduced over the  
past decade to improve student achievement, are for:

– Literacy and math outside the school day, which funds remedial 
courses or classes for students who are at risk of not meeting the  
curriculum standards for literacy or math and/or the requirements  
of the Grade 10 literacy test. 

– Student Success, Grade 7 to 12, which funds a range of resources  
and activities to improve student engagement in secondary schools.

– Grade 7 and 8 Student Success and literacy and numeracy teachers, 
which recognizes the need to help students in earlier grades so they are 
better prepared for the transition to secondary school and beyond. 

– The School Effectiveness Framework, which helps schools and boards 
assess how well elementary schools are performing and develop plans 
for improvement. 
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– Ontario Focused Intervention Partnership tutoring, which helps 
boards set up and/or expand tutoring programs for students who are 
not achieving the provincial standard in reading, writing, or math. 

– The Specialist High Skills Major program, which allows students  
to customize their secondary school experience and build on their 
strengths and interests by focusing on a specific economic sector. 

– The Outdoor Education program, which provides elementary and 
secondary students with learning experiences in the outdoors. 

There is flexibility in how boards may use the individual allocations, as  
long as the total funding is spent on the programs within the envelope.  
Any unspent funding must be used on the programs within the envelope  
in a future school year. 

 • The other allocations of this grant provide funding for mental health leaders, 
who spearhead efforts in boards to promote clear, integrated and responsive 
pathways to service for students in need, funding for teacher-librarians and/or 
library technicians and an adjustment to reflect the impacts of amalgamating 
school authorities. Additional details can be found in the Technical paper 
available on the ministry’s website.

Special Education Grant
This grant provides boards with funding for programs, services, and/or equipment 
for students with special education needs. Boards may use the grant only  
for special education, and must save any unspent funding to use for special 
education in a future school year. There is flexibility in how they may use some 
of the individual allocations within the grant, as long as the funds are spent on 
special education. The grant, which is projected to total about $2.76 billion in 
2016–17, is made up of six allocations:

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Special Education per Pupil Amount (SEPPA) $1,425.1 billion

Differentiated Special Education Needs Amount  
(formerly High Needs Amount)

$1,050.0 billion 

Special Equipment Amount $96.9 million 

Other allocations $190.1 million

Total $2,762.0 billion

 • The Special Education per Pupil Amount provides every board with 
foundational funding toward the cost of special education supports. It is 
calculated using a board’s total enrolment and a per-pupil amount. There are 
different per-pupil amounts for kindergarten to Grade 3 pupils, Grade 4 to 8 
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pupils, and Grade 9 to 12 pupils. The per-pupil amounts in the earlier grades 
are higher to direct more funding towards early intervention.

 • Based on discussions with stakeholders, in 2014 the Ministry announced a 
new model for allocating the High Needs Amount. Recognizing the variation 
across boards in the share of students with special education needs, the  
nature of the needs, and boards’ ability to meet them, the new model aims 
to better align the allocation with boards’ needs and resources. In line with 
this, its name has been changed to the Differentiated Special Education 
Needs Amount to better reflect its purpose. The new model is being phased 
in over four years, with full phase-in by 2017-18. In 2016-17 it will represent 
about 75% of the Differentiated Special Education Needs Amount allocation. 
The new model is based on three components: a statistical model that uti-
lizes demographic data at the postal code level to predict special education 
need; a calculation that considers several indicators for a board, including 
special education data on programs and services, students’ participation in 
EQAO testing and academic achievement, and distance from urban centres; 
and a fixed amount for each board aimed at developing collaborative and 
integrated approaches.

 • Under the Special Equipment Amount, each board receives a base amount 
plus a per-pupil amount, which together may be used to buy computers, 
software and other equipment for students with special education needs  
in line with funding guidelines. In addition, boards may submit claims to 
recover the costs, less a deductible, of other equipment recommended by  
a qualified professional for a student with specific special education needs.

 • The other allocations of the grant are the Special Incidence Portion for  
students who require more than two full-time staff to address their health 
and safety needs and those of others at their school, the Facilities Amount 
for providing instruction in a care, treatment, custody or correctional facility,  
and an amount to support board-level expertise in applied behavioural  
analysis. Additional details can be found in the Technical paper available  
on the ministry’s website.
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Language Grant
This grant provides funding to meet school boards’ costs for language instruction. 
It is made up of five allocations, and is projected to total $677.0 million in the 
2016-17 school year:

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

English as a Second Language/English Literacy  
Development (ESL/ELD)

 
$226.2 million

French as a Second Language (FSL) $252.8 million

French as a First Language (FFL) $79.0 million

Programme d’appui aux nouveaux arrivants (PANA) $5.6 million

Actualisation linguistique en français (ALF) $113.5 million

Total $677.0 million

 • English as a Second Language/English Literacy Development funding is 
provided to English-language school boards to support students who need 
extra help developing proficiency in English. It consists of a Recent Immigrant 
component and a Pupils in Canada component. The former supports students 
who are eligible based on their country of birth and who have been in  
Canada four years or less. The latter reflects an estimate of the number of 
children in a board whose language spoken most often at home is neither 
English nor French.

 • French as a Second Language funding, available only to English-language 
boards, supports the costs of French instruction. It provides a per-pupil 
amount for each student. At the elementary level the amount varies  
depending on whether the pupil is taking core French, extended French, 
or is in a French immersion program. At the secondary level, the amount 
reflects both the student’s grade level and whether the course covers  
French as a subject or another subject taught in French. 

 • French as a First Language funding is available only to French-language 
boards, and recognizes the higher costs of instructional materials and 
support to provide French-language programs. It is made up of per-pupil 
amounts for boards’ elementary and secondary enrolments, and a fixed 
amount for each new elementary school in a French-language board in  
the current school year.

 • The programme d’appui aux nouveaux arrivants supports students from 
eligible countries who are newly arrived in Canada and do not have a Charter 
right to education in French, but have been admitted to French-language 
school boards and require extra help developing proficiency in French. 
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 • Actualisation linguistique en français supports students in French- 
language boards who have a right to education in French because it is the 
language of one or both of their parents, but need extra help developing 
proficiency in French. It is calculated using a per-pupil amount that varies 
using a factor based on census data, that measures a board’s cultural envi-
ronment. The factor reflects the share of school-age youth with at least one 
parent having French as their first official language spoken. 

First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education 
Supplement

This funding supports programs designed for Aboriginal students, as outlined in 
the Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education Policy Framework. It is made up 
of four allocations:

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Native Languages $9.9 million

Native Studies $24.8 million

Per-pupil amount $23.4 million

Board Action Plans Allocation $5.8 million

Total $64.0 million

 • The Native Languages allocation supports elementary and secondary 
Native Language programs. At the elementary level, funding is based on the 
number of pupils enrolled in the Native Language program and the average 
daily minutes of instruction. At the secondary level, funding is provided for 
each Grade 9 to 12 pupil enrolled in a credit course.

 • The First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Studies allocation supports secondary 
credit courses in Native Studies, providing a per-pupil amount for Grade 9  
to 12 students. 

 • The per-pupil amount supports Aboriginal students, and reflects the 
estimated percentage of Aboriginal students in a board’s schools, based on 
census data. Starting in 2016-17, it consists of a per-pupil amount that will 
guarantee a base amount of funding, to ensure that every board can estab-
lish a lead to support the Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education Policy 
Framework. A weighting factor doubles the per-pupil amount when the 
estimated percentage of Aboriginal pupils in a board is 7.5% or greater but 
less than 15%, and triples it when the percentage is 15% or greater.

 • The Board Action Plans allocation supports the implementation of pro-
grams and initiatives aligned with the 16 strategies and actions identified in 
the Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Framework Implementation Plan.
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Safe and Accepting Schools Supplement
This funding supports the Safe Schools Strategy and provides targeted support 
to secondary schools in priority urban neighbourhoods. The grant, made up of 
two allocations, is projected to total $47.2 million in 2016-17:

Allocation 2016-17 Amount

Safe and Accepting Schools $37.2 million

Urban and Priority High Schools $10.0 million

Total $47.2 million

 • The Safe and Accepting Schools allocation includes two components.  
One supports non-teaching staff such as social workers, child and youth 
workers, psychologists, and attendance counsellors who work to prevent 
and mitigate risks to the school environment. The other supports programs 
for long-term suspended and expelled students, and prevention and inter-
vention resources. Both components provide a per-pupil amount and also 
reflect a board’s demographic characteristics and dispersion distance. 

 • The Urban and Priority High Schools allocation helps boards respond to 
challenges in select secondary schools, such as a lack of community resources, 
poverty, conflict with the law, or a combination of these factors.
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CONCLUSION
Determining the best way to allocate funding to support Achieving Excellence 
and to put public resources to the most effective use in our school system is an 
ongoing process. 

Funding arrangements will and must continue to change. For an effective  
education system, we must stay attuned to and gather information on the 
evolving needs of students, the costs that boards face, and how well our funding 
approaches support the outcomes we want from the system.

The ministry will continue to engage with school boards and others to ensure 
the collection and sharing of insights and information to support the goal of 
making the best possible decisions.

This guide has provided high-level summaries of grants, their purposes and  
their funding mechanisms. It also set out how several elements of grants are  
in transition:

This guide is not intended to describe the legal requirements around grant 
amounts or allocation methods. Readers looking for that information should 
consult the Grants for Student Needs – Legislative Grants for the 2016-17  
School Board Fiscal Year regulation. The Education Funding Technical Paper for 
2016-17 provides additional information on the calculations underlying many  
of the grants and more information about grants not discussed in detail here.
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APPENDIX
This guide groups grants by the outcomes they are intended to support.  
In contrast, the GSN technical paper, which describes the grant calculations 
in more detail, uses only two broad categories: foundation grants and special 
purpose grants. 

Foundation grants provide each board with funding based on number of students 
and number of schools. Special purpose grants, which provide additional funding 
to meet specific needs, generally use data more reflective of local conditions and 
students. In the Technical paper these grants are set out as a list.

The technical paper is available on the ministry website at  
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding
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COMMUNITY USE OF SCHOOLS DATA FOR  
2014-2015 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL NAME 

# OF 
PERMITTED 
HOURS 

# OF 
PARTICIPATNS 

# OF PERMIT 
OCCURRENCES 

Prince of Peace 
 

1,583 23,556 400 

St. Rene Goupil 
 

1,588 12,236 326 

The Divine Infant 
 

2,010 22,404 387 
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Transportation Impact 
 
 
Prince of Peace/St Rene Goupil/Divine Infant: 
 
Scenario 2: Consolidation of Prince of Peace into St Rene Goupil 
59 eligible pupils outside the walk area for Prince of Peace, but inside the ELP for St Rene Goupil 
 
+1 Bus 
 
Scenario 3: Consolidation & Closure of St Rene Goupil into Prince of Peace (adjusted ELP) 
81 eligible pupils outside the walk area for Prince of Peace, but inside the ELP for St Rene Goupil and the 
revised ELP for Prince of Peace 
 
+2 Busses 
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FCI %(5 year 
Ministry 

Inspection)

FCI (%)
2020

Prince of Peace CS 33.06 58.85
St Rene Goupil CS 19.99 46.41
The Divine Infant 22.16 39.89
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Group 2 Utilities Utilities/sq.ft. Utilities/ student
PRINCE OF PEACE 65,070 1.65 190
ST RENE GOUPIL 43,560 1.40 391
THE DIVINE INFANT 49,616 1.32 321
Grand Total 158,246 260



LOC # School Name SQS Area Address
416 Prince of Peace 5 255 Alton Towers Circle
408 St Rene Goupil 5 44 Port Royal Trail
414 The Divine Infant 5 30 Ingleton Boulevard

Number of Parking Spaces Per School
Useable Parking Spaces

25
26
30



Average Distance Minimum Distance
465 m 127 m
385 m 90 m
396 m 120 m

Proximity Analysis of Students to School
Maximum Distance

975 m
873 m
769 m

School Name
Prince of Peace
St Rene Goupil

The Divine Infant



School Name PANEL Trustee Superintendent OTG - Current All Grades 2016 Projected 2016 Utilization Rate Surplus/Shortage Pupil Places
Prince of Peace ELEM Tanuan 7 323 318 98% 5
St. Rene Goupil ELEM Tanuan 7 242 87 36% 155

The Divine Infant ELEM Tanuan 7 306 131 43% 175

Surplus and Shortage of Pupil Spaces
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COMMUNITY USE OF      
SCHOOLS 

 (PERMITS) 
 
PRINCE OF PEACE CS 

Participation   
    Number of permit hours 1,583.0 
    Number of participants 23,556 
    Number of Permit Occurrences 400 

 

  
Date  -  School Customer Facility 

02/09/2016 7:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  PRINCE OF PEACE CHURCH Staff Room - 217 
02/09/2016 7:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  PRINCE OF PEACE CHURCH Staff Room - 217 
02/09/2016 6:00PM -10:30PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  Goldhawk Dance Group Multi Purpose Room - 107 
02/08/2016 6:00PM -10:30PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  Goldhawk Dance Group Multi Purpose Room - 107 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 119 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 208 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 209 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 210 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 211 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 212 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Classroom - 213 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Kindergarten - 121 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Kindergarten - 122 

 



02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Library - 206 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Multi Purpose Room - 107 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Science Room - 214 
02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages 

Special Education Room - 
215 

02/06/2016 9:00AM - 4:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Staff Room - 217 
02/06/2016 4:00PM - 6:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  TCDSB - International Languages Hall - 102 
02/05/2016 7:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  

Scouts Canada Greater Toronto 
Region1 Classroom - 112 

02/05/2016 7:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  

Scouts Canada Greater Toronto 
Region1 Classroom - 114 

02/05/2016 7:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  

Scouts Canada Greater Toronto 
Region1 Multi Purpose Room - 107 

02/04/2016 12:00PM - 1:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  

CANADIAN BUREAU FOR 
ADVANCEMENT OF MUSIC-CBAM ATRIUM 

02/04/2016 8:00AM - 9:00AM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  

CANADIAN BUREAU FOR 
ADVANCEMENT OF MUSIC-CBAM ATRIUM 

02/04/2016 6:00PM - 9:30PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  Prince Of Peace Catholic School 

Prince Of Peace Catholic 
School 

02/03/2016 6:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  PRINCE OF PEACE CHURCH Multi Purpose Room - 107 
02/02/2016 7:00PM - 9:00PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  PRINCE OF PEACE CHURCH Staff Room - 217 
02/02/2016 6:00PM -10:30PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  Goldhawk Dance Group Multi Purpose Room - 107 
02/01/2016 6:00PM -10:30PM  -   Prince Of 
Peace Catholic School  Goldhawk Dance Group Multi Purpose Room - 107 
   

 
  



COMMUNITY USE OF      
SCHOOLS 

 (PERMITS) 
ST. RENE GOUPIL CS 
 

Participation   
    Number of permit hours 1,588.0 
    Number of participants 12,236 
    Number of Permit Occurrences 326 

 
Date  -  School Customer Facility 

02/09/2016 6:30PM -10:30PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  Individual Permit Multi Purpose Room   
02/09/2016 6:30PM -10:30PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  Individual Permit Multi Purpose Room  
02/08/2016 7:00PM -10:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  William Tsang Multi Purpose Room  
02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom – 117 

02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 118 

02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 121 

02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 124 

02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 125 

02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Multi Purpose Room  

02/07/2016 10:00AM - 3:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Staff Room - 104 

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Hall - 102 

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 117 

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 118 

 



02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 121 

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 124 

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Classroom - 125 

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Multi Purpose Room  

02/07/2016 3:00PM - 4:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  

The Church of God in Toronto 
(Scarborough) Staff Room - 104 

02/05/2016 7:00PM -10:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  Individual Permit Multi Purpose Room  
02/04/2016 6:30PM -10:30PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  Individual Permit Multi Purpose Room 
02/02/2016 6:30PM -10:30PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  Individual Permit Multi Purpose Room 
02/01/2016 7:00PM -10:00PM  -   St. 
Rene Goupil Catholic School  Individual Permit Multi Purpose Room 
   

  



 

COMMUNITY USE OF      
SCHOOLS 

 (PERMITS) 
 
THE DIVINE INFANT CS 
 

Participation   
    Number of permit hours 2,010.0 
    Number of participants 22,404 
    Number of Permit Occurrences 387 

 
 
 
 
 

02/09/2016 6:00PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  Individual Permit 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/09/2016 6:00PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  Individual Permit 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/08/2016 6:00PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  A Smooth Way to Success 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/07/2016 9:30AM - 1:30PM  -   The Divine 
Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church Atrium 

02/07/2016 9:30AM - 1:30PM  -   The Divine 
Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church Classroom - 132 

02/07/2016 9:30AM - 1:30PM  -   The Divine 
Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church Library - 112 

02/07/2016 9:30AM - 1:30PM  -   The Divine 
Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/07/2016 9:30AM - 1:30PM  -   The Divine 
Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church Office - 103 

02/06/2016 6:30PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church Atrium 

02/06/2016 6:30PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  

Scarborough Mandarin Alliance 
Church 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/05/2016 5:00PM -11:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  The Divine Infant Catholic School Atrium 

 



02/05/2016 5:00PM -11:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  The Divine Infant Catholic School 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/05/2016 5:00PM -11:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  The Divine Infant Catholic School Staff Room - 104 
02/05/2016 5:00PM -11:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  The Divine Infant Catholic School Stage - 109B 
02/04/2016 6:00PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  A Smooth Way to Success 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/02/2016 6:00PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  Individual Permit 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

02/01/2016 6:00PM -10:00PM  -   The 
Divine Infant Catholic School  A Smooth Way to Success 

Multi Purpose Room - 
109 

 
 


